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GRACE MERCY AND PBACE. , 


W/E? Odknes and Chriſtianity 
FP SW are the ſure Grounds 0, 4 
DU 8-7/7 Salnation, I haue here 1 
| \&s & thy treatiſe following gi= 
4 C RY Q/» wen theethetrue Patterne | 
of a gadly life which 1 deſirethee to per- Mi 
uſe dayly,to praiſe faithfully , andhold | 
83 conſtantly , and than ſhalt bee ſure ta oF 108 
 haue bleſſings in this world and euerla- - 008 
| ſting happineſſe in the Kinedomeof Hea= -  . © bi 
wen. When thou haſt attainedtoliuewell +288 
and ferle the camfort of godlines in thy; 


heart then be fure to ſet dowitethy reſos —— Wl 6 
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GRACE MERCY AND PEACE. , 


P. Odknes and Chriſtianity 
ZIP are the ſure Grounds of 
D727 Saluation, I haue here 1n 
Ve f thy treatiſe following gt= 


wen, When thou haſt attainedtoliuewell 
and feele the comfort of goalines in thy. - | 398 
heart then be fure to ſet dowiethy ve SN 
fallinto the ſnare of ke 


tation neuer to fa 


godlines any mare. 
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| Be ſavrenst 
4 £ BED : : 4 1 


to faint in well doing , be- 
af tits 4 yt hank 5 whe of $ſed co hind 
L ke lremeniſabbes 1.7 
| a will awake vnto them k and | or thoſe T. 
|S which pray to him , He will make the || 40 
'| righteouſnefle of theirhabitation proſ= I F7; 
perous. 4ndto thoſe which are pure and . I fet 
Ppright ,"Hee will make their Jarteterid © 97 
Increaſe exceedingly : Teathough their | 1% 
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+ FF 


oo 


beginning be but ſma 
_ But deferre not, put not of thy amend. Þt714 
ment from time to tinie leaſt thon art ff 
ſorry for thy miſpent leud life when ” 
t hou ſhalt not hanertime to repent. T here- of þ 
fore know 0 man what ſoeuer thou art, that boy 
Godlineſ[e well crowne thee with. honor "e1d 

and glory and furniſh. thee with true 
patent and perfet felicity aud exalt 
thee unto the | houF, dy co-vunite thee 

= wind thy ſoutewith God... 

Ae rea Ti he many excellent * treatiſes and lar- 
Perkins, Le diſcourſes, comerning the 7 rt of 
Rogers Codlinefte which it hath pleaſed the $7. 
Bolrons  - off elory to furniſh hs Church withall in 
theſe laſt dayes , as they hane Made gee | 


r 
I. 


nefſe 

0/9 Saints that now reſt from their la- 

boqrs and their. fruites fallow them, 

.2. 1 would haze thee know that I am Wi 

wt aſhamed of this fapliſhneſſe of preach- Ws | 

ing and praticke Dininity , which is ſack: i 7 

4 puſiery to the world , and ſtumbling 1 

ocke unto the wiſdame thereof. 

2. Howſoeuer I doe profeſſe that I am 

' pot able to attaine ſuch perfetiion, as.T 
axe herein conceiued, yet I would haue 1 

ee kuow farther , that 1 would rather. Wole 

| Pave arule to condemme ſinne inthe fleſh, 
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the eight bir biden Lo > ;bights Ito bee Jer 
bidaen? © 4 
.$.- Car we tot tft theſe ayes then F7'* 
comdince « prophae whrlg? dil, 
6. © City we Hoe Bitter #hp Prengthen £5, 
that which'# realy 10 te * are 
. Shull mt Cods Ywhobrancers re. 
»ew their fyeneth , "whenthe Dinels 1n- 
Ss ror fo rage with all Licentiouſ- 
weſle 2 
$. Doewre-not inftsfy the Good by 
ſeeking out theit wits f 
9. Shouldwve 203 diſrourage the wic- 
kedl by making a good profeſſion 2 
Id, Ofpewre not dnt) to pn Mo- 
ther y © 
It. Shall yot Mol vetoed to rhe Glt- 
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Tothe Reader, P 


Jo of God. Let this content thee: and pro- 


' woke thee to make ſe of theſe labors, and 


the Lord gine thee underſtanding in all 


 things:that thou mayeſt trie the Spirits , 


and hereby thine owne, whether thou art 
inthe faith or 10, and 'ſo for ener maieſt 


follow the true Shepheard. Now vnto him 


that is able to keepe you from falling , and 
to preſerue you faultleſie before ti e pre- 


ſence of his glory with exceeding ioy 1 


haytily comm ou def Fs that this 


weake . 5m may bee carefully read , and 


diligently praftiſed , that ſo your ſoules 
may be eternally ſaved i in that great and 


dreadful day of his viſitation. 
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'3' Tim. 1.19: The foundation of God , 
B- fanrdeth filet, hauing thu ſeale ; The 
Lord knoweth them that ere his, And : 
let eutyy ome that nameth the Name of 
GC hriſft $ depart from: enill; 


Or the *® laying the firſt foundation *Silwai. 1.5, 
of Religion(without which-all other © provid: 
grounds are of no cftc&-) ®. That thete a Czl. Rhod; 

Is 2 God omniporent ; metcifull, ard >: >5- 
wit ; Gods workes doe luthciently 
demonſtrate b If he build,it is a-world: þ Gen; x. 4 
If hee bee angry for the finhes ofrhe 
World. © lie ſendsa deluge, {If hee will < Gen; 7, 19. 
ſhew the loue hee beares ro. the world , —_ 
hee ſends his Sonne , © and ſuffers hini var, x. x. 
to dic vpon the Groſſe to ſave the Mar. 27 57, 
[world : if hee will rewardthe godly ;ic 
Is. with Paradiſe ; when hee arines the ;, 
+ As | : uke 23. 
gels * match vpon the heads of his 44: 
roupe 8 the elements are the Mar- * = King: 6. 
halls of his Catnpe , the rocks remoue - Dual is 
om thicir 'Cemet , and follow to giue 5: | 
| Water , Þ'the Cloudes guide by day h Exod. r;, 
nd the Pillers of fire by night, i the **- 
Kaopens to giue them pallage;and the ,,"* 4 
/ | Sunne 
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& 1oſh.10.12. Sunne ſtayesto end their viRtories. To 


. inlarge the wonderfulnes-of. bis works |. 
I Num. 22. 1 ga/aams Aﬀeſhallſpeake & reproone 


mth, 2. 9. his Maſter, waters turne 4hto wine , 


n Mar: 9.22- chen. dead arc raiſed, the blind ſee p 


Mar: 6. 20, the deafe hbare 4 the Lame goe *and 


qMuk. 2-12. thouſands of people arc fed with a few 


F Mart, 1 4+ ” . loaves-and fiſhes. "4 | 
t Mat. 14.19, If hee will the wW mMeETEyY:, t Peter 2 fret 


that hee had denyed Chriſt ſhall weepef 


u Io, 21.15. bitrerly $ aud bee made Paſtor of his 
vw Ad.19-15- ſheepe;: V Pail of a periecutor become 


ancle& veſſell and faithfull preacher off 


_the-Goſpellz when hee will exalt the 

« Sam.16.11, humble = little Dautd: thall bee taken 
from the+ſheepe and hee made both 

4" ag bh King yY'and Prophet: humble * 7oſeph 
Even #104 fromthe priſon and- preferred to bec 
| aDan. 5.26. Pharaohs yigh (teward-; ® Daret from 


the Lions den and cloathed with purple 
bGen. rg, Whenhewill executciuſtice, Þ Sodom: 


24. is devoured with fire and brimſtone: * 


Ma. 27-45- 74445 hanging himſelfe , confeſſed thaf 


4 Euſeb. Hig, Rec had betrayed the innocent : 4 /ulia 
the Apoſtate tearing out his bowels (1n 

the horrour of his conſcience) cries ol 

viciſti tandem Galilze, When hee wi 

humbi 


| PR 


i — 


 ThedbOtrintof Chriftidn liberty, 4 


humblethe proud, Idolatrous,® Nabs: 


| thadnezar fhalt cate Graffe among the | 

- | Beaſts of the field ; the bafeſt of Gods 

> | creatures ſhall make hard hearted* Pha- f Exod. 5.27; 

| r40þ fend'for Hoſes and confeſſethe, 

Ul true God: Finally in alt his works of 

"| power, mercy and iuftice ; (our of the 
ficry fornace) 8 Shadrath Mefech and 3 2% 3: 35 

IN A4zenego ſhall prochaime hisglory., | | 

XY . Thus you ſee that Gods works de- 

F< clarerhat hee is God ,powertfult, mer- 

yy cifultand juſt ; and that the moaneſt of 

theſe works are of forcecither (bythe 

feaſt dramine of 2race) to conmert the 

x moſt obſtinate Atheiſts , ro the rrue 

UE knowledge of God,or iniuſticers'con-\—— 

9 found hin, 


SECT 17H 
6f the knowledge of God, 


'S A. Echough Idoe notallow the Þ cy- bAmorde di- 
uin, Myit; 


riousſcarching ofdivine miſteries' 
hot reucaled , for admitring tharin'na- 
fires Schovle , wee aretaught ro boule 
outthetruth by logicall * ceaſon yer in i Auguſt, 
b 2 Gods 


. e Dan. 4. 45. 


T, he doctrine of Chri [ ian liberty 4 


.  , Gods Schoole, it is quitecontrary ; he 
5 rhebeſt Scholler that reaſons leaſt , þ 
and afſents moſt , conceiues ſo farre as 
humane frailties will permit, belicucs 
and admiresthe reſt, God louing better 
acredulous heart then a curious head : 
Yer becauſe-your duty towards God 
conſiſteth chiefely in the ardent deſire 
to know God (which is the ſureſtreſti. 
mony of your loue toward God , and 
of Gods loue towards you) there is a 
more ſpeciall knowledge required of 
you,which is,that you endeauour your 
ſelues to know him, ſo farre as he hath 
reuealed-himſclfe inthe Scriptures. cal. 
led his Word , as proceeding from his c 
Spirit, to bring you to this knowledge: * 
hee hath manifeſted himſelfe in the 

3 Scriptures by three ſortof names. 
k Dionitius The firſtare theſe that ſignifie his c(- th 


dininis nomi- ſc 
The ſecond , the perſons inthe Ef: I. 
ſence. _k 


Thethird , hiseſlentiall works. 

Thenames that denoteGods eflence 60 
are5. /ehonah, Eheiech , lach, K «rios 
Theos. 


Tehoul@ - 


Tehouah | (| onifieth eternal, being of1 Cyprian, 6 


| himſelfe withour beginning, and end, Marr. Arnob. 


almighty , both inpromiſing and per- - Ternl. 


forming. The ſecond name is ®Zhezecb;hb. >. de Car. 


of thar ſame roote of 1ehouah fignify- Cit. 


ing , that I am that Iam, or [ will bee, ;,, x0d, 3 


that I will,Eherech, Aſher, Eheiech, The n Pal. 23.12. 


third name®7ach which is Lord is aſcri- 5; *% *7» 


- . .,olohn,21,7, 
bed to God , whenany norable deline> 2.15.16. = 


rance or benefit comes to' paſſe accord- 


ingrohis promiſe. The fourth name is 


* Karios vicd oft inthe new Teſtament: 

when it is abſolutely giuen ro God, tt 

anſwereth the Hebrew name lehorah . 

tor God is ſo Lord , that hee is of him- 

ſel&e Lord, and of all others, 

_ The fifth name is Theos, God, it 

is derived , Amn3 214 , becauſe Þ hee p Aug. 

runnes through and compaſſeth all 

things : when it 1s propcrly raken, it 

fignifieth the cternall eſſence of God 

being abouc all things , giuing life , q 7" lib. z, 
, - : e conſtant, 

and light to all creatures,preſcruingand 

gonerning them in their wonderfull 

frame and order, God ſceing all, a din 

all places. 
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The doffrine of Chrifins liberty. 


Exod, 24, 6. 


"in the Eflence are chiefely one. © F le- 
him, ſignifieth the mighty iwdges. Ir is 
a name of the plurall number , rq ex- 

ethe Trinity of perſons in the vni- 
ty of the Eſence. Fothis purpaſe,the 
Holy Ghoſt begins the Bible with this 


olarall Name of God, ioyned with a | 


verbe of the ſingular number,as Elqhim 
bargdjj creauit, the mighty Gods,or all 
three perſons in the God-head created, 

When you heare of this name Elohim , 
confider thatin one divine Eſſencethere 
are three diſtin& perſons , and that Ged 


Tchouah Elohim. The names that ſigni- 


fie Gods cfſentiall works are fiue. 

El Shaddai , Adanat , Helion , Abba. 
Hl, jsas muchto ſay, as the ſtrong 
God;, ' ſhewerh that God is nor onely 
frong and ſtrength it ſelfe, bur thar itis 
hee that giueth all {trengrh ro his crea- 
tures. © 

 Bythis name Shaddat which is om- 
nipotent , God ſtileth himſelfe vſually 
tothe Patriarches , calling himſelfe- #/ 
Shaadai the firons God, Almighty: 
rhis name belongs only to God and to 
norte c other Creature, 


Adonai, 


 oraniporency and louc towards you, 


F :  Thedottrine of Chriſtian liberty ; 


Adonai , my Lord is found one hun- 


dred thirty foure times in'the old Te- 


ſtament : by this name wee challenge 
God, to bee our God, and with Tho- 
mas lay, thou art my Lord and my God. 
t Helion which fienifieth moſt high , *LvK- 7+ 32» 
was given vnto God by Gabrzell,telling 
the Virgin Mary that / the child thar 
ſhould bee borne of her:, ſhould bethe 


| Sonne of the moſt high. 


Abba, "Syriacke name, fignifying Mar. 1 4,v.36. 
Father, by ic remember what you recet- 2: 5:15- 
ue from God, proccedeth from a Fa. 
thecly loue and that you owe him a- 


ga1-e Filiall obedience, 


All theſe ſacred names of God, are Aug. de -_ 
as pledges and remembrances of Godge” 
and of your dutie towards him. 

Asthetrue knowledge of God, is the 
onely inducement to the exerciſe of 
your dutie towards him, fo the religt- 
ous practiſe-of that dutieis the onely 
rule whereby you may liue repoſedly , 
and die cheerefully, | 5) 

In this exerciſe , I doc commend 
foure things vnto you, Heare, pray, me- 


atate, anddoe, b4 OBCT« 
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3 Thedoftrincof Chriſtian liberty, 


SE CT, II. 


O f Hearing and reading the 
: Scriptures. 

| bb hearing, whereof I ſpeake con, 

s i Tim, 3. fiſteth ® in the reading of Gods 1a- 
16, cred word contained in the Books of 
the old and new Teſtament,and hearing 

it from preachers: For the whole Scrip- 
ture is Severe, gluenby in{piration of 
God and 1s profitable to #each to im. 

rooue , tO corre, and to inſtrudt in 

righteouſnes that the man of God may 

be made perfett in all good warks. The 
Scripturesare diuided into the old and 

b Aug. lib. 3, NEW Teſtament : Þthe firſt 1s called the 
ad Bomfac, rhe Old becauſe it was reuealcd in the 
former time , the ather New becauſc it 
was reuealed inthe latter time. 

© Aug, Tom. The difference betweene the old and 
3.deSpirir, & new Teſtament is onely in certaine ac- 
vs. cap. 22. cidents Ceremonies and diſpenſation of 
things , in externall forme, and diffc. 

rence of time, but in ſubſtance all one 

and tending to one effect in yertue and 


clicacy. In 
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The ao&vineof Chriſtian biberty'. 

- Inthe old,the new is figured and ſha- 

dowed:in the new,is the declarationand 
manifeſtation of the old. 

By Moſes was the old Teſtament re- 

uealed arid the law giuen , being holy, 

wuſt and good*® ſeruing rather to bring © Aug Tom. 


ng © Av 
. vs to knowledge of our owne inſuffici- _ - 
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ency to fulfill the ſame, then for laying 
ypon the corrupted fonnes of Adam, 
that which they were not able to vnder- 
goe. The new Teſtament was reuecaled 
by Chriſt , when hee was manifeſtedin 
the fleſh in whom did appeare the {17 BY 
righteouſnefle of God, or the good- Wi 
nefſe that comes from God to vs, wit- « #08 
nefled by the Law and Prophets, 1: 
ſn the Euangelicalldiſpenſation of Vincent 
the Goſpell is the deliverance of Gods *7*nks #4 
people, nor from anearthly , but from ,, {08 
a {pirituall bondage of finne and. $a. ol BY 
th alle / 2k 
 Hereis atrumph. ouer the ſuppreſ- T1 
ſed enemy not Pharavh,but Sathas him- Ft 
{clfc. | : 17 $i 
Here is an introduction to pofleſſe bo 
not earthly ( anaz# hut heauenly Ter. EH 
falem. of 2-4: 
| Hcre 
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The dotrint of Chriſtian liberty. 


Here is aLaw giuen.not in $»as, but in 
$:0n,not by Angelicall miniſtery bur by 
the preſence of the Lord himleclfe; nor 
aftera fearefull ſort, but with wonder - 
full lenicy and gentlenefle ; not grauen 
in ſtony tables, but effecually printed 
in the hearts of the elect, of 

Intheold teſtament was bandage & 
feare;in the new, liberty & gladridings, 
the miniſtry not of death, bur of lite , 
not a rigorous exacter, but a mercifull 
Sautour; not the Sacraments of circum. 
cifton and the paſſeouer(theadminiſtra. 
tion whereof was blood)but baptiſme , 
and the Lards ſupper , both «y«uam, 
vnbloudy, 

In thenew teſtament is a preiſthood, 
not Aarenica/linotexternall,nottyed to 
any one nation Famnuly or tribe,but ſpi- 
rituall and common toall the faithfull 
throughout the world. 

In it is a ſacrifice and that bloudy , 
but not of beaſts but the ſweet ſmelling 
ſacrifice of the pretious bloud of our 
Lord and Sauiour Chriſt reſ#s , not ite- 
rated but finiſhed onceforall ypon the 
Crofle. : 

( 


The doftrine of Chriſtien liberty: uu 


. Inthe new teſtamentare cerentonies' 

few andeaſie, to wit, the word, Sacre-' 
ments and prayers. Þ 
( In one word) inthe old 'teftamenr- | 
were figures, ſhadowes , and promiſes; aP 1 
in the new, the fulfilling and accom. 
pliſhment of all : this new coucnant of 
orace ſhall continue to the worlds end, 


and ſhall giueplace to no other, bur to 
the cternall fruition of the Kingdome' i 
of heauen- | | 

Hereby the excellency of the new b 
teſtament is manifeſt and that bath the I; 


old and new, differing in accidents and WW 
circumſtafices , are 1n ſubſtance and L 
cruth all one , and that che ane is conrai- 

ned in theother, making vp anabſolute 

body f containing perfect ſufficiency to Ks 
o _ ; . f Tertull. lib, 
ſaluation and whereto wee muſt neither ye preſcripe. 


adde nor diminiſh , neither ſecke for 2ducrſ, Herer, * 

Chriſt and ſaluationelfe where, for this {fi 

cauſe weearecommanded to ſearchthe * 34HÞ 

Scriptures. | i: Hh 

— Therfore wouldeſt thou know what i 

kinne is, and the puniſhment thereof by Gen. 50; | 

the law 2 © The fiue bookes of Moſes 5x04. 19. 1, M2 
. ſhallreachtheethe hiſtoricall parts of r Ira = 48: 


theſe: {g/L 
p : "= $64 < # *; 


72 


The detfrine of Chriſtian liberty, I 


bloſua, 29. theſe: dehebookes of the Prophers, Pro- 


Jud. 21, 1. 


23 Sam, 55. 1. 
2 King, ©7.1. 


uerbs of Salomon and Ecclefraſtes , will 
let you ſee the reward ofthe godly, and 


z Chron. 6.5. puniſhment of the wicked, and furniſh 


Eſra, 10, 
Nek, 13. 
Eſter. 20, 


—_ 


c Pſal. 150. 


Pro. 31. 
Ecclel. 12, 
Eſai, 66. 
Jere, 2. 52. 
Lam, 5. 
Ezc. 48. 
Dan. 11. 
Hoſea, 1 4. 
Joel. 3. 
Amos, 9. 
Obed. 1. 
Tona. 4, 
Mich. C, 
Nahum. 3. 
Abacuc, 3+ 
Zepha. 3. 
Hagai, 2. 
Techa, 14: 
M3l. 4. 

d Mar, 28. 
Mzrk. 16, 
Luk. 24- 
John zr, 
e Acts 28. 


you with a rich ſtore-houſe of goulden 
ſentences,anddiuine morall precepts. 

The kingly Pſalmes of Daxid ſhall 
plentifully adminiſter vnro you hea. 
uenly phificke for all ſpiriruall diſeaſes, 
d The foure Ewangeliſts ſhall teach you 
the life anddoctrine, and death of our 
Sqniour, 

© The Ads of the Apoſtles ſhall ac- 
quaint you with the praQtiſe of Chriſts 
doqrine inthe Primitive Church. 

f The Epiſtles of the Apoſtles ſhall 
traine you vp particularly in Chriſt his 
Schoole. Make vic of the reft of the 
books called *Apocrypha fo far as they 
agree with the Scripture andno farther. 
Read the Scriptures with a ſanctified & 
chaſt heart : for vnlefle they be read by 
the inſpiration of Gods ſpirit by the 

| which 


f Roi. 16. t, 2 Corinth, 29, Gal. 6. Epheſ. 6, Phi, 4 Col. 4, 1, 
3 Thef. x. 2 Tim. 10, Tit. 3. Phil. 1. Heb, 13. Iames. gr. 2. Pct. 
8.x. 2 Toh. 5, Ivd. r.Reu. 22. * 3 Eſd. 4. Efdra, Tob. Iud, Eſtcr. 


Wiſdom. Ecclef. The ſong of the 3. Children Supan. The hiſtory of 
Bel & the Dragort- The prayer of Manaſſes, x Marc. 3 Macchabecs, 
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whichthey were written, with humili. 
ty,G defire.ro know, they. remaineasa - 


Jead letter in the efficacy. thereof (as 
did aduiſe you before) . Admive reue- 
rently.ſuch obſcure places ,as by your 
weake capacity you cannot Ne, 
neuer goin? farther inthecuriousſear 
of diuine miſterics , then either by con- 
ferring ſome other place of Scripture, 
or by conference with ſome learned Di- 
uine you may bee informed - ſo haue 
they that cafineſſe, and plainenefle, thar 
the ſimple may be comforted 8 taught, 
They are that admirable Riuers(both 
ſhallow and deepe ) wherein as the 
Lambe may wade , the Elephafit may 
ſwimme ; and it is only the dulneſfle 
of our capacity, that makes them hard 
to vs, andthe vaile of our hearts that 
cannot bee remoued , except by him 
that hath the Key of Dauid that opens 
where no man ſhuts, and ſhuts where 
' no man opens. 


Delight moſtin ſuch places of Scrip- ,,,. 
tures , as ſeruebeſt for your inſtrutions « $: 


in your owne calling;for many men are 


too bufic in others callings and negle- = 
cters 
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QerSot their, .0Wwne. 

-The hearing of Gods ow by rhe 
iSeriprures and by Paſtors,andthe pra- 
Aaile thereof will gine you "knowledge, 
worke holineſſe if you breake downe 
your naturalf eorruprions, and fill you 
with firengrh agent all affaults. 


Y EC T. IV-- 
16f Prefer with the fruits thereof: 


fayeris a ſimple, vfifaigned, humble 
 andardent opening of the heart be- 
fore God wherein we either aske things 
needfull for our ſelves and others, or 
ne thanks for benefits recciued * it is. 
either Publique in the congregation of 
the fauhfull;or Priuate, when wee pray 
alone. 

Therebee tourechiefe reaſons that 
ought toinduce vs to prayer: firſt the 
commandement of God-Secondly our 
finnes , which drive vs of neceſſity to 
God for life Juecour,& helpe;Thirdly, 
our weake nature, ( being of it ſeife 
vnable to-ſubſiſt ) requires prayer to 

| ſrength- 


. The adottrine of Chriſtian liberty , 


ſtrengthenir, asa houſe pillars'to vp- 
holdn. - WAY POLLEN 
Laſtly the ſubrilety of the enemy 
( whoever artendeth to overthrow vs , 
cuen'jn thoſe things weethinke tobee 
beſt done) oughrto ſtirre vs-vp vehe- 
mently to prayer. | 
Theexcellency of prayer is manifeſt 
by the dignity of the commander and 
che admirable effetts thar follow ir, 
Thecommanderis God Lord of hea. 
uen and carth, of our life and death, the 
fountaine of all goodneſle : the effes 
therof are ſuch rhar(prayer proceeding 
from a faithfull ſoule, and ſquared by 
Gods word )will ſtay,the Sunneto end 
our victories, the falling of rhe raine 
from heauen, and ar our defireagaine , 
ſend downeplenty of itto increaſe rhe 
fruits of the Earth for our comfort, it 
will pierce the heauens for mercy , and 


pardon for our ſinnes,ftay the wrath of _ 


God againſt vs for the ſame , and ob. 
taine wharſocuer good thing is need- 
full for vs inthis life, orin the life to 
come. 


Let our prayers bee daily withour 


iNters 


The do@rine of Chriitian liberty. 


iticermiſhion : for deuotionthat is de- . 
ferred vpon conceit of preſent vnfit- 
nesor worldly reſpects, at laſt groweth 
irkeſome and alrogether neglected -. 
ſuffer not your heart. to entertaine the 
leaſt fo! of lothnefle inthe taske of 


deuotion,butviolently breake through 
ſuch. motions , with a deepe cheek to. 
your felte for yourbaickwardneſle. |þ 
And becaufe holimeſſe doth.nor( like |. 
alon- 3.6.7. ® Tongs Gourd ) SroW VpIna day , lets | 
berterto go onfafe and ſure , then for a 
baſty. fit, (as many doe) runne out of 


wind,and then ſtand fti1l, Goeto pray- 
ex , as you would goe to the water to 
fwim, goc not hot in, but take a time to 
coole your {clfe by meditatton,® feeling 
that your words touch the very depth 
of your.ſoule. * 

* ©EFramenot your prayets(as ſome Hi- 
pocritically doc (according to the phz- 
taſtes of your owne braine ; neither (as 
others ſuperſtitiouſly) rhinke to mooue 
Godby iterations and babling , neither 
with the proud Phariſce preſuming vp- 
on your owne worth , bur (like the 
poore Publicane)humbly with all rene- 

rence, F 


-b Aug. 


+< Ambrol. hb, 
; . 


#& - 
| ORE 
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rence (throwing * off the ſhooes of all 5 x0. 3. 4; 
{your corrupt affetions Yproſttate your Aug. de Ciuit: 
ſelfeat the footſtoole of Gods throne Þ** 1 
of Grace, demiaunding nothing thatis — _ . {81 
tepugnant to his will (leſt you egy 1 
him ) whoout of his inſearchable wiſe- 
dome knoweth beſt * whatis good far «war.s.s, W 
- An your prayets liaue a ſpeciall care WR 
that you keepe euet as a patterne before -—_» = 
you f that prayer fer downe by the fMar. 6. g: WET! |: 
mercy-Maſter, Chriſt teſws , called the 
Lords prayer: Iris the pure foumaine j 
om whience the rivers of life nuſt WT: | 


flow. = 
SECT. V. 


Of Meditation. 


kf Editation is a carefull confidera- 

tion of a deuout calling ro mind ; 
dexamination both of our fpiritoall 
hd remporall eftate , by a ſerious con- " 0 
emplatzon of Gods goodneffe towards HB 
Swhat duty hee requireth of vs to- IR 

nrds him; & for his fake roour neigh- "1 hu'4 
_ Four , and haw we hiaue performedthe | Wh bt 
. c ſane ' s BEWE 
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g Plal, 49. 3. 
Ciel, Rod, lib, 


25. 


. hMar,6. 6, 


i1Cor, 11,28, 


k Ambrole. 


m. 2}. 10, 


ſame, whar reward remayneth for the 
godly , and puniſhment torthe wicked 
that wee haue an account to render not 
onely of euery miſpent-day , but of e. 
uery word, in what eſtate cither ſpiri- 
tuall or tcmporall we ſtand for the pre- 
ſent. | 

This holy meditation ſtirreth vs-vp 
toathanketulncfle for Gods goodnefſe, 
to ſorrow , and repentance for our: by- 
paſt offences, and to a ſetled relolutionf| 7 
otamendement of our lives in the time 
to come, 8 Meditation isthe moſt ſoue. 
raigne cure of the {oule : in itkeepe this 
courſe rctire your lſelfe euery day ( at 
ſome fittimc)® ro yourchamber,ſtudy, 
feild , or ſome ſecret place z and having 
praycdro God fora recalled mind , cn- 
ter into a conſideration of your fintull} 
cſtateg} Examine yourlſelfe, take notile 
of your paſſions , diſpoſition andiincli- 
nation whereby you may come to the 
knowledge of your ſclte and by calling 
tor helpe from God , reſoluek to con- 

querre your ſclte as a walled ny 
c hath 


Call to mindit any vakindne 
palled betwixt you and 1 your neigh 
our , 


i _—_—_— 
——_— ——_—_— CE INI 
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bour, or any other , and if you remem- 

ber any remnant , or the leaſt coale of 

cnuy or malice (lurking vndertheaſhes 

of yourperuerſe natures ) wipe away 

and extinguiſh them by m not- letting m Epheſ, 4, 

| #he'Swnme goe downe vVpon your wrath, '% _ 
tor he that craueth pardon and will not 

| forgiue , is like to him that breaketh 

downea bridge , that hee muſt paſſe 0- 

ucr himſelfe, 

1 In your mediration , inquire dilli- | 

ently ® after the day of your deathby "x _ 

- ſetting itbefore your Eyes , by exami- 

S$ning your ſelues whether you bee pre- 

pared, and ready , und by incottraging 

[your cowardly (oule , to Jooke death in 

che face, lying cucr in this pointtothy 

- $Sauiour for helpe, 

i] Conclude thy meditation, with thin- 

king vpon thy wordly cſtate: if it prof- 

*Wper, lay vp humility in thy hearr ; IF : pil. :1g, 


” _— 


had. 


a Cor, g. 544 


cEyoore, pray for {upply , and thinke vp- 
Bon {ome lawfull and honeſt meancs. 
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TEES. vis. 
The performance of « goaly life, 


4 ly Fourth and moſt neceſſary pare 
( belonging to a Chriſtian ) is 
doing , being the life of all, for it is 
nothing { and yet yſuallto Hipacrites ) 
to bee religious in Ceremonies : ioyne 
therefore ( as indixidui comites ) the 
liucly faith of Paul with S. James , 
good warks : Faith without workes , 
makes but a carnall Goſpeller , and 
works without Faith, a Pharaſaicall Hi. 
ocrite. | 

Euer in dging , beware of doing a, 
gainft thy Conſcience: for the treaſure 
of a good conſcience is the beſt ſtorc 
you can prouide, for aquiert life herc, 
and a bleſſed heicafier, when a dram 
of it ſhall ſerne you to better yic then 
innumerable millions of Gald. 

Omit neither time,place,nor perſon, 
ifthou canſt do good; rem@Eber Chriſts 
5 ;10g0ment Wherein he ſheweth that 

«i tgoodinthe worldis compath- 
ON 
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© The doflrinenf Chriſtian iberty, __ wx 
on ,almes, and comforting indiſtreſle, 
as in ficknefſe, pouerty , and impriſon- 


of «a 4 yu 


ment,or baniſhment,for although God 


accepteth' of good: thoughts, yet ro- 
wards man they are little better then 


good dreames : exerciſe thereforerhy 


charitable office, ( as Gods Steward ) 

vponthby brethren. Rememberit is now , g.,. ac 
thetime, 7 thy life is ſhort , thy dayes mor. 

z euill, thy death certaine,thy 2 account _ =_” 
moſt certaine;thy ioyes vnſpeakable, it cad 
thou doeſt well: for this cauſe-labour to 

husband- the talent that God hath pur 

intothy hands, that thou mayſt returne 

thy ſoule better then thou didft receiue 

it. If thatÞ ſeryant was condemned as b Maz.z5.30. 
cuill , that did giue his Maſter no more 

bur his owne © What will become of 

him that robs God of his owne ? 


SECT. YI. 
Sloth, the mather of euill. 


© Loth ®is the mother of many euils, m #:0.6.6 
iFand the chiete corrupter of Chriſti. bo 

japan Doe : LZenop. de 
angduty ; baniſh it by diligence , in all qe $9., 


thele | 
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© Cice. de 
ſen. 


p Lu. 2. 27, 


theſe former exerciſes, neither ®-deter- 
ring repeatance for thy by-paſt - ne- 
glects,neither amendment of thy. for. 
merlife. © Who knoweth., but death 
may ſhut vp thy breath ar-an'vnproui- 
ded time ?:Repenrance and amendment 
being the free gifts of God the tree of 
Faith( watered by Gods Grace) onely 
produceth(nort common in euery mans 
garden ) this tree muſt be planted inthe 
ſpring of thy youth 8 not inthe froſty 
winter when the day ſhall come whe- 
reinthou ſhalt ſay 7 have no pleaſure in 
them.It muſt be daily laboured,hedged 
and preſerued from the anoyances , 
Catterpillers, and choaking weeds of 
the world; by this meanes it ſhall pro. 
duce plentifull ftore of fruit in thy lite , 
and at thy death prepare thee, with old 
Simeon inthe peace of a good conſci- 
enceto ſay, pLoxd naw leiteit thou thy 
Seruant depart iu peace, for mine Eyes 
hane ſeene thy Saluation. 

I haue briefcly pointed at Gods won- 


. derfull works of Power , mercy and in- 


Fice at thoſe names, whereby hee hath 
chjcfely reuealed himſelfe in his word, 
| and 


The dottrine of Chriſtian liberty. 1 


and at the duties that are required in 
his ſeruice, - 208 [op 
Now I will touch ſomething con- 


cerning Chriſtian Liberty the fredome _ | 
of Chriſtians from the bondage and 44 
tiranny of the law, A point which all WY 


would gladly appropriate to thermſel- 
ues, though rhe moſt parte faile in the 3M 
true vnderſtanding of the words of $, 5.18 
Paul,*That Chriſt was made a curſe for , hes. + 36M 
vs that he might redeeme vs from the . WET |: 
Curſeof the Law* and ſtand faſt inthe * 5. Gal, :, +1221Y 
liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 1% 
you free and bee not entangled againe 
with the yoake of bondage. 


THE NECESSITY T8 
THE QVESTION 'M 
Concerning Chriſtian 
Liberte, 


H E declaration whetecof 
JIN hee miſt not omit , whoſe 
(24 purpoſcis to coprehiend in AR 
WY Gx2M anabtidemetthefummeof 1 FN 


the doQrine of the Goſpell. For it is a bg 
thing principally neceſſary , and with- "i1Þa1 
out the knowledge whereof , conſcien- ER 
ces dare ina manner enterpriſe nothing, 1 hw 
without doubting they ſtumble 8 ftart Ws 
backe in many things, they alway ftag- 
2 2 2c, 


i. 


26 
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ger, andtremble : but eſpecially itisan 
appcndant of iuſtification, and auaileth - 
not a little to the vnderſtanding of the 
ſtrength thereof, Yea , they that ear- 
neſtly feare God , ſhall hereby receiue | , 
an incomparabie fruitof that doQrine, |} | 
which the wicked and Lucinianicall f | 
men doe pleaſantly raunt with their | 
ſcoffes becauſe inthe ſpirituall darkenes (| 5 
wherewith they bee taken cuery wan- || q 
ton rayling is lawfull tor them. Wher- 4 
fore it ſhall now come forth in fit ſea- | 
ſon, and it is profitable to deferre to Þ 
this place, the plainer diſcourſing of it ÞÞ rif 
\ for ſome haue alrcady in divers pla- F 
ces lightly touchedit,)becaufeſo ſoone Þ T 
as mention is brought in of Chriſtian li- Þ fair 
berty; then either filthy luſts doe boile, I gig 
ormad motions do riſe vnleſle the wan. ma) 
ton witts be timely met withall whichF boy 
doc otherwife moſt naughtily corrupt righ 
the beſt things. For ſome men by pre-Þ Þ; 
tence ofthis liberty,ſhake off all obedi.ſſ in an 
ence of God, and breake forth into ar yan 
vabridled licentiouſneſſe;and ſome men 
diſdaine it, thinking that by it all mo. yn 
dceration,order,and choile of things, isth,r, 
takeny 


The doftrine of Chriſtian liberty, 27 
taken away, What ſhould wee here 
* doe, being compaſled in ſuch narrow 
ſtraights ? Shall wee bid Chriſtian li- 
berty farewell , and ſo cut offall fit oc- Tf 
Faſion for ſuch perills ? But as wee haue vis lf 
ſaid, vnleſſe thatbee faſt holden, nei- '711 
ther Chriſt nor the truth ofthe Goſ- 
pell, northe inward peace of the ſoule 
is rightly knowne: Rather we muſt en- 7M 
deauour, that ſo neceſlary a part ofdo- Wil Be 
rine be not ſuppreſſed, and yet that in 
- | themeane time thoſe found obiections, 
) | may be met withall which are wont to 
t | riſethereupon. 
- F Chriſtianliberty confiſteth in 3.parts, 1. Parc of 
c || The firſt, thatthe conſciences of the —_— 
i-} faithfull, when theaffiance of their iu- Fes Pe 
c | ſtification betore God is to be ſought , fromthe bon- 
n-ſ may raiſe and aduance themſclues a- — ns 
ch boue the law , and forget the whole Law. 
Pp} righteouſneſle ofthe Law. 4 
rc-l For fincethe law (as we haue already 
n another place declared ) leaueth no 
man righteous , cither we are excluded 
from all hope of iuſtification , or wee MA. 
{muſt bee looſed from the law , and ſo ' 09:3 
that there bee no regard ar all had of Wi 
| 2232 works, 
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works. For who ſo thinketh that hee 


muſt bring ſomewhat , bee it neuer ſo 
little of good works to obraine righte- 
ouſneſle; hee cannot appoint any end or 
meaſure ofthem, but maketh himſelfe 
debter torthelaw. Theretore taking a- 
way all mention of the Law,and layin 
aſide all thinking vpon works, we mu 
embrace the only mercy of God when 
weentreat of juſtification , and turning 
away our fight from our ſelues we muſt 
behold Chriſt alone. For there the que- 
ſtion is not how wee bee righteous, bur 
how although wee be vnrighteous and 
vnworthy, wee bce taken tor worthy. 
Of which thing if Conſcience will ar- 
taine any certainety , they muſt giue no 
po the law, Neither can any man 
creby gather that rhe Law is ſuperflu- 
ous to the faithfull , whom it doth not 
therefore ceaſe to teach, and exhort, & 
py forward to goodnes , although 
efore the indgement-ſeat of God , i: 
hath no place 1n their conſciences. Fo: 
theſe two things, as they are moſt di. 
vers, ſomuſt they bee well and dil: 
gently diſtinguifhed of vs. The = 
if: 


The defirine of Chriſtian liberty. 


life of Chriſtians ought to bee a cer- 
taine meditation of godlines, becauſe 
they are called into {andtification ; hes 
rein ſtandeth the office of the Law,that 
by TY them in minde of their duty, 
it ſhould ſtirre them vp to the endeas» 
uour of holineſſe., and innocency. But 
when conſciences are carcfull how 
they may haue God mercifull, what 
they ſhall anſwere, and vpon what af- 
fiance they ſhall ſtand ifthey bee called 
to his iudgement; there is notto bee 
reckoned what the law requireth , but 
onely Chriſt muſt be ſer forth for righ- 
reouſnefle, which paſſeth all perfection 
of the law. 

Vpon this point hangeth almoſtall 
the argument of the Epiſtle to the Ga- 


tendeth onely tor the liberty of Cere- 
monies , may beeprouedby the places 
of the arguments, Of which ſort thele. 
That Chri#t was made a curſe for vs, 
that he might redeeme vs fromthe curſe 


of the law. Againe , ſtand faſt in the li- 


berty, wherewith Chriſt hath made you 
aa 3 free, 


diſputed - in 
. the Epiſtle to 
lathians, For that they be found expo- ye lathi- 


fitors which teach.that Pau/there con- ans. Gal. 3, 


at 
Iv 4 
- 
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free, andbee not againe emtangled with 
the yoake of bondage. Behold , 1 Paul. ſay 
if yeebe errcumciJed,( hrift ſhall nothing 
profit you. And he which © circamciſized 
& debtor of the whole law. Chriſt is 


| madeidleto you whofocuer ye be, that 


are juſtified by the law : ye are fallen 
away fromgrace.Wherein truly is con- 
tained ſome higherthing thEthe liberty 
of Ceremonyes. I grant indeed, that 
Paul there intreateth of Ceremonyes, 
becauſe hee contendeth with the falſe 
Apoſtles which went about to bring 
againe into the Chriſtian Church the 
old ſhadowes of the law , which were 
aboliſhed by the comming of Chrift. 
But for thediſcuffing of this queſtion , 
there werehigher places to be diſputed, 


- in which the whole controuerſie ſtood. 


Firſt , becauſe by thoſe Iewiſh ſha- 
dowes,the brightnes of theGoſpel was 
darkened, he ſheweth that wee haue in 
Chriſt a full giuing indeed, ofall thoſe 
things which we ſhadowed by the ce- 
remonyes of Moſes. Secondly, becauſe 
theſedecciuers filled the people with 2 
moſt naughty opinion, namely , = 

0906 


C—— —— 
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this obedience auailed to deſerue the 
' fauour of God : here he ſtandeth much 
vponthis point,thatthe faichtull ſhould 
nctthinke that they can by any workes 
of the law , much. lefle by thoſe lirrle 
| 99+” 2897 , Obtaine righteouſneſle be. 
ore God, And there withall hee tea- 
cheth that they are by the Croſle of 
Chriſt, free from the damnation of the 
law , which otherwiſe hangeth ouerall 
| men, that they ſhould with full afſu- 
\ || rednes reſt on Chriſt alone. Which 
place properly pertaineth to this pur- 
: | poſe. Laſtly , hee maintaineth to the 
> | conſciences of the faithfull their liber. 
| ty, tharthey ſhould not be bound with 
, | any religion, inthings not neceſlary. 
, The ſecond part which hangeth vp. The ſecond 


, . fChri- 
onthart former part , is that conſciences i 


obey the law , not as compelled by the fice and by - 


s || neceſſity of the ſame law, but being free heLww he 
1 || from the yoake of the lawirtſelte, of chegience. 
e || their owne accordthey obey the willof 

- | God. Forbecauſethey abide in perpe- 

e £ tuall terrors, ſo long as they bee vader 

2 || the dominion ofthe law. they ſhall ne- 

it | uer bee with cheerefull readineſle fra. 
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Deut. 6, 5, 


þ " med tothe obedience of God; vnleſſe 
they haue firſt this liberty giuen them, * 
| By an cxample wee ſhall both more 


briefely , and plainely 'percciue . what 
theſe: things meane, The commande- 
ment of the law is, that wee /oue owr God 
with all bar heart , with all our ſoule, and 
with all our ſtrengths, That this may be 
done, our ſo#/e muſt bee made voide of 
all other {enſe and thought, our heart 
muſt bee cleanſed of all delires, all our 
ſtrengths muſt bee gathered vp and 
drawne together to this onely pur- 

poſe, | 
They which haue gone moſt farre 
before othet in the way of the Lord,arc 
yet very farre from this marke: For 
though they loue God with thei! 
minde, and with fincere aftetion ot 
heart, yet they haue ſtill a great part of 
their heart and ſoule poſſeſſed with the 
defires ot the ficth ; by which they are 
drawne backe , andftayed trom going 
forward with hafty courſe to God. 
Tney doc indeed trauell forward with 
reat endeauour , but the fleſh partly 
cebleth their ſtrengths , and partly 
| drawcth 
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draweth them to it ſelfe.. What ſhall 
they here doe ? When they feele that 
they doe nothing lefſe then performe 
the law © They will , they couct, they 


cndeauour , butnothing with ſuch per- 


tectionas ought to bee. If thou looke 
vpon the law, they ſee that whatſoeuer 
worke they attempt or purpoſe, is ac- 
curſed, Neither is there any cauſe, why 
any man ſhould deceiue himſelfe with 
gathering that the worke is therefore 
not altogether euill, becaulc it is vnper- 
fect : and therefore that God doth ne. 
uerthelefle accept that good which is 11 
it. For the law requiring perfect loue , 
condemneth all impertection vnleſle 
the rigourof it be mitigated. Therefore 
his works ſhould fall tonought, which 
hee would haue to {eeme partly good , 
and he ſhall find that it is a tranſgreſſion 
of the law,cuen inthis; becaulc it is vn- 
perfect, 

 Loe!how allour works are ſubie& ro 
the curſe of the law. But how ſhould 
then vahappy ſoules chearetully apply 
themicluesto worke , for which they 
might not truſt thatthey could getany 
thing 
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Mcn freed thing bur curſe ?: Onthe other ſide, if 
From the 0tt- being delivered from this ſeuere ex- 
vx hildren ating of the law , or rather from the 
fwectly wene Whole rigour of the law , they heare 
vmo cheeriv'! charrhey be calledof God with father- 
the facherly Iy gentlenes, they will merrily and with 
genilenefle great cheartulnes anſwere his calling , 
ne) and follow his guiding. In a ſumme, 
tha God hath they which arc bound to the yoake of 
promiſedtro the Jaw,areliketo bondilaues,to whom 
mathe, appointed by their Lords certaine 
tasks of worke for every day. Theſe 
{cruantsthinke that they haue done no- 

thing , nor dare come in the fight of 

their Lords vnlefle they haue perfor. 

med that full taske of their workes ; 

But Children( which are more liberal- 

ly, and more freemanlike handled of 

their Fathers) ſtick not ro preſent to 

. them their begunne & halfe-vnperfeR 

works, yea & thoſe hauin$ ſome faults, 

truſting , that they will accept their 0- 
bedienceand willingnefle of mind, al- 

though they haue not ſo exatly done 

ſo much as their good wills was to doc. 

So muſt we be, as we may haue ſure 

affhance, that our obediences ſhall be al- 

lowed 


m_—  - - Fi MMO me RR OPS WE ONE RET 


ww ae t & DIX A ts A 


-. 
- 


 Thedeftrine of Chriſtian liberty. 35 


em. 


lowed of our moſt kind Father , how 
* lirtle ſocuer, and how rude and vnper- 
fe ſocuer they bee. Asalſo hee aſſu. 
reth to vs by the Prophet: 7 wil! ſpare 
them (ſaith he) as the Father « wont to 
ſpare his ſonne that ſerueth him. Where 
this word ſpare , 1s ſer for the bearing 
withall, or gently to wirke art faults, 
foras muchas he alſo maketh mention 
of ſeruice. Andthis afhanceis nota little 
neceſfary for vs, without which wee 
ſhall goc about all rhings in vaine. For 
Godaccounteth himſelfe to bee wor- 
ſhipped , with no worke of ours ; but 
which is truly done of vs for the wor- 
ſhipping of him. But how canthat bee 
doneamong theleterrors , where it is 
| doubted whether God be offended, or 
worſhipped without our worke 2 
And ; wi is the cauſe why theauthor The liberty 
ofthe Epiſtle tro the Hebrewes, refer- —_ 
rethall the good works which are read gate of grace 
of in the holy Fathers, to Faith, and * ſpeciall en- 
weigheththem all by Faith. Touching 0 afic has 
this liber ty there 15a place in theEpiſtle wee be not 
ro the Romans, where Paul reaſonerh oenuled 
that finne ought not to haue dominion hn 
ours 


Mal, 3, 17. 
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—_ Be ——  -- 


oner ws becauſe wee are not wader the 
law , but vnder grace, For when he had 
exhorted the faithfull, that ſine ſhould 
not reigne in their mortall bodyes, and 
that they ſhould not gine their members 
#0 bee weapons of wickedneſſeto ſinne,but 


ſhould dedicate themſelncs to God,as they 
Rom, 6.12, that are aline from the dead, and thery 


members weapons of righteouſneſſe to 
God : and whereas they might on the 
other ſide , obicct that they doe yet 
carty the fleſh full of luſts , and that 
{inne dwelleth in them , hee adioyneth 
that comfort by the liberty of the law 
as if hee ſhould ſay; Though they doe 
not yet throughly teele ſinne deſtroy. 
ed, and that yct righteouſnefle yer li- 
ucth notin them, yet there is no cauſe 
why they ſhould feare , and bee diſcou- 
raged , as though hee had beene alway 
difpleaſed with them tor the remnants 
of finne, tor as much as they are by 
Srace made free from the law that 
their workes ſhould not bee examined 
by the rules of the law. As for them 
that gather that wee may finne becauſe 
wee are not vnder the Law, let them 
know 
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Pr 


khow , that this liberty pertaineth no- 
thing rothem,the end whereof is to cn» 
courage vs to good. - 

The third part is,that wee bee bound JE pitt 
with no conſcience before God of out- libeny is free 
ward things , which are by themſelueg dome of con- 
* 4: T_T (cience touch= 
indiftcrent, but that we may indifferent: ,,, 4. cc of 
ly ſometime vſe them, and ſometime indifferent 
leaue them vnuſed, And the knowledge ings,25clorn 
of this liberty,alſo is very neceſſary fot wh. its 
vs, for if it ſhall beeabſent , there ſhall vnnecetlary co 
bee no quiet to our conſciences, no end 5 = 
of ſuperſtitions. Many at rhis day doe nutted vs, left 
thinke vs fond to mouediſputation , a- = 

. raightn- lt: 

bout the free cating of fleſh, abour the gq.u7 v5 1 ih 
free vie of daycs, and garments , and comenen:*: 
ſuch other ſmall trifles, as they indeed 
rhinke them : but there is more weight 
in them then is commonly thought, 
For when conſciences haue once caſt 
themſelues into the ſnare they enter 
intoa long and cumberſome way, from 
whencethey can afterward finde no ea- 
fie way to get out. If a man beginneto 
doubt whether hee may occupy linnen 
in ſheets, ſhirts, handkerchciſes , and 
napkins , neither will hee bee out of 
doubr, 
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doubt, whether he may vic kempe, and 


at the laſt hee will alſo fall in doubt of 


matters,for he wil weigh with himſelf, 
whether hee cannot ſup without nap- 
kins, whether hee way not bee without 
hadkerchiefes. If any think dainty mear 
vnlawfull, at length hee ſhall not with 

uietneſſe before the Lord , eatecither 
browne. bread or common meates 
when he remembreth that he may yet 
ſuſtaine his body with baſer food. If 
hee doubt of pleaſant wine , afterward 
hc will not drinke dead wine with good 
peaceof conſcience, laſt of all, hee will 
not bee fo bold to touch ſweeter and 
cleaner water then other. Finally , at 
the length hee will come tothis point, 
to thinke it vnlawfull ( as the com. 
mon ſaying is) to tread vpon a ſtraw 
lying a-crofſe. For here is begunne 
no light ſtrife , butthis 1s in queſtion, 
whether God will haue vs to vic theſe, 
or thoſe things whoſe will ought to 


ouide all our counſells 8 doings. Here- 


by ſome muſt needs bee carried with 
deſperation into a confuſe deuouring 
pit : ſome muſt( deſpifing God, _ 

ing 


ww wr "I 


ſting away his feate ( make themſelues 
']* away through deſtruction, when they 
haue no ready way : for whoſocuer are 
intangled with ſuch doubting, which 
way ſocuer they turne them{elues, they 
ſceeucry where preſent offenſe of con- 
{cience. 

I know S. Paul )that no1hing & com- wee cannot 
mon ( meaning by common vnholy ) wikthanke- 
but who ſo thinketh any thing common, ——— tony 
to him it & common, In which words he the vic of oute 
makethall outward things, ſubic& to Wirdthiogs 
our liberty , prouided alway , that GUY knowledge of 
mindes hauetheaflurance of the liberty our liberty ce- 


- _— A | : $4 1 
before God. Butitany ſuperſtitious Q- Moue all i-cye n Al 
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ts : ple of con- 
pinion caſt into vs any doubt, thoſe ſtiencs and 


things which of their owne nature trouble of 1:1] 


' | werecleane,, aredefiled to vs. Where. 09m ws. 7 oy. |! 

. | foreheeaddeth : bleſſed # hee rhat ind. * 1:98 

. | gcthnot himſelfeinthat which hee allo. 4' 5 

" | werh. But heethat iudgeth , if hee eate « KH th 

* | condemnedbecauſe he eateth not of Faith. p ( 5Þ2 

> | nd that which & not of Faith, ts ſinne. Ml 
. | Among ſuchnarrow ſtraights, who ſo k L (ht 
1 || ncuertheleflewith careleſſely venturing (HEY 
g | onall things , ſhew themſclues bolder, Wt 
i | docthey noras much turne themſclues F. ll 


away 
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away from God ? But they which arc 
throughly peireed with ſome feare of * 
God, when they themſelues alſo arc 
compelled to'doe any thing againſt | | 
their conſcience, are diſcouraged and 
doe fall downe with feare, All thatare || x 
ſuch doc recciue none of the guifts of || E 
God with thankſgiuing , by which a- || v 
C 


lone yer Pazl teſtifieth that they are all 
ſanctificd to our vſc:l meanethe thankſz 
2iuing that-procecdeth from a heart | a 
that acknowledgeth the liberality , and | w] 
g00dnefle of God in his guifts. For | fa 
many of them indeed, doe vnderſtand | the 
thattheſe are the benefits of God which | fox 
they vie, and they praiſe God in his I per 
works : but fith they are not perſwa- Þ| and 
ded , thar they are guento themſelues, 
how ſhould they thanke Goa as the g1i- 
verofthem ? Thus ina ſutime wee ſee, 
wihecreto this liberty tendeth , namely 
that wee ſhould vie the gifts of God 
toſuch vic, as he hath given them vnto 
vs, wkhoutany {cruple of conſcience, 
without any trouble of minde , by 
which confidence our ſoules may both 
haue peace with hun, andacknow _ 
us 
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The defirine of Chriſftan liberty, 7 
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hs tt. 


hisliberatiry towards vs. For here ate 


" comprehended all ceremonyes , thar 


are at liberty ro bee obſerued, chrat our 
conſciences ſhould nor be bound with 
any neceflity ro keepe them, but ſhould 
remember that the vic ofthem,, is by 
Gods benefits fubie& ro themſelues 
vntoedification. 


But ir is diligently to bee noted , that The vic and 
Chriſtian tiber ry isin all the parts of it 7 ruakee rp 


a fpirituall thing , the whole ſtrength concerne:h 


whereof confifteth in appeaſing feare- CO li- 
ertie, 


fult conſciences before God ; if either 
they bee vnquieted or carefultfor the 
forgiueneffe of finnes , or if they bee 
penſtue, whether ourimperfet works, 
and defiled with the faults of our fleſtt 
doe pleaſe God , or if they bee troub. 
kd about the vle of indifferent things. 
Wherforethey doe wrogfully expound; 
t, which either doe make it a cloake 
for their owne defires , that they my 
abuſe the guifrs of God: to their owne 
k;or which doe thinkethatthere isno 
liberty but that which is vſed before 
hen,and therefore in vſing it haue no 
egard- of the weake brethren. In the 
I by 61ſt 
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"The deltrine df Chriſtian liberty. 


©. v.25. 
Luke C. 24, 
Amos 6, 1, 


Efay 5, 8, 


nothing us cleane becauſe their minas andthax 


firſt kind; men doe at this day much 


offend. There is almoſt no man" * 


which may. by bis ability of wealth 
bee ſumptuous, which delighteth nor 
in exceſſive gorgcouſneſle:, in furnt ff | 
tureof banquets , inapparel of body, || ; 
in building of houſes , which hath not | ; 
a will to excell other in all kind of f £ 
ſtatelinefle, which doth not maruai- | 
louſly flatter himſclfe in his fineneſſe, | ;- 
And alltheſethings are defended vnder Þ| fe 
the pretence of Chriſtian liberty. They | an 
ſay that they are thivgs indifferent, I gc 
grant,ſo thatmanindifteretly vic them, þ| js 

But when they are too greedily coue. f pj, 
ted, when they arc proudly boaſted, 7y 
when they are waſttully ſpent: ir is cer-ſ age 
caine,that thoſethings which otherwiſe 
were of themſclues lawfull,areby theſe 
faulrs defiled. This ſaying of Pas/,doth 
very well put difference between things 
indifferent, Al things are cleane to tht}; 
cleane but tothe defiled aud unbeliening ihe 


conſciences i defiled. For why are accur 
{ed therich men, they which hauetheirF mijn 


comfort,which are ſatisfied with meaYthe 
whic 
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Thedottrineof Chriſtian liberty: 4 7 Y 


which doe now laugh , which ſleepe in 
"beds of Tuory , which ioyne land to 
land , whoſe bankers haue Lute, Harpe, 
Taber, atid wine? Verily both Iuory , 
and Gould, and riches are the good 
| creatures of God, permitted , yeaand 
- | appointed by the prouidencc of God 
| formento vic. Neitheris it any where 
- | forbidden , eitherto laugh orto bee ſa- 


. | risfyed with meat,orto ioyne new poſ-. 


r | ſeſſions rotheir old poſſeſſions of their 
y | anceſtors, or to bee delighted with,mu. 
L | ficall melody , orto drinke wine. This 
a. | is true 'indeed, But when they haue 
e- || plenty ofthings, to wallow in delights, 
1, to glut themfelues , to make their wit 
2r-£ and minddrunke with preſent pleaſurs, 
ile and alway ro gapefor new:theſethings 
ce} are moſt farre from thelawfull vieof 
tthſlthe gifts of God. Therefore letthem 
nesltake away viimcaſutable defire,letthem 
theſſtake away vnmeaſurable waſting , let 
nglthem take away vanity and arrogance z 
anithat they may with a pure conſcience 
cur-purely victhe gifts of God. When the 
heif minde ſhall bee ftamed to this ſobriety, 
nexFthey ſhall haucarule of the lawfull vie. 
hic bb 2 Ori 


2 mat. 


The dottrine of Chriſtian liberty. 
On the other fide let this moderation _ 
bee wanting,cuenbaſeand common de- 
licares are roo much. For this is truely 
ſaid, that oftentimes in frize and courſe 
cloath,dwelleth a purple heatr,&ſome- 
time vnder filke and purple , lieth fim- 
ple humility. Let eucry man in his de- | 
grce ſoliue,cithcr poorely, or meanely, ! 
or plentifully , that they all remember 
thatthey are fed of God to liue not to 
bee riotous; and let them thinke, that f 
this isthe law of Chriftian liberty : if 6 


Phil. 4. they haue learned with Paul to bee con. c 
rented with thoſe things which they pre- be 
ſently hane: if they can skill bothto bee | q 
humble,andto excel]: if they be taught | C 
in all places, and in all thingsto Yee |.” 
both full, and hungry , to haue plenty = 
and to fuffer want. | "um 

Vndiicreer Herein alſo many men doe erre , be- . * 


—_— cauſeas though rheir liberty ſhould not be 
livery, * beeſoundand' ſafe, vnleſſe irhad men © << 
witnefles of it , they doe vndgiſcreet| 

and vnwiſely vie it. By which vnſeaſo 

nable vſing,they many times offend thi 

weake brethren, Y ou may ſee art thi 

day ſome which thinke thar _” I 

ert) 


f 


"" The doftrine of Chriſtian liberty: 


ny cannot ftand , vnlefle they rake 

« pe cſhon of itby eating fleſhonFriday. 
blame notthar they eate,butthis falſe 
opinion muſt bee driuen out- of their 
mindes. For they ought tothinke, that 
by their liberty they obtaine no new 
thing in the fight of men, but before 
God, and that.irſtandeth as well in ab- 
ſtaining as vſing. If they -vaderſtand, 
thatit makethno matter before God , 
whether they cate fleſh, oreggs, whe- 

c therthey weare red,or black garments, 
" | thatis enough. The conſcience is now 
7 | free, to whichthe benefit of ſuch li- 
berty is due, Thereforealthough they 

|} doe afterward abſtaine all their life 
| long from fleſh, and weare alway but 
one colour, yetthey are no lefle free. 
|| Yea therefore becauſe they are free, 
w they do with a free conſcienceabſtaine. 
hy But they doe moſt hurtfully offend, 


cN- 
et] 
alo 
I the 
thi' 
ir | 
Jett} 


nes of their brethren, which wee oughc 
foto beare with , that wee raſhly com- 
-mitnothing with offence of chem. But 
ſometime alſo, it behooueth that our 
liberty be ſer forth before men. And 

ny bb 3 this: 


becauſethey nothing regard the weak- 
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Of offences 
zifing-vnro 0- 
thers inthe 
vie of qur li- 
berty, 


this 1 graunt. Bur there is a meaſure 


moſt heedefully ro bee kepr,that wee * 


caſtnoraway the care of the weake of 


whomthe'Lord hath ſocarneftly-giuen' 


vs charge; - 190 + ; 
I will i:this place therefore fpeake 


ſomewhar of offences ,/in what diffe: 
rence they areto be taken, which areto 
be auoided;and which tobe negieQeds 


whereupotwee may afterward derer- 
mine,what place there isfor our liberty 
amongſt men. ike wellthat common 
duifton;,> which teacherh that there is 


of offences: one ſort giuen , another | 
eaken : forasmuch as it hath a: plaine | 
teſtimony of the Scripture, and doth 


not vnfitly expreſſethat which ir mea- 
neth. If thau:doe any thing by vnſea- 
ſonable lightneſſe, or wantonnefle, or 
raſhneſſe, not in order , not infit place, 
whereby the ignorant and weake- are 
offended, that ſame may bee called an 
offence giuen by thee: becaulc it came 
q paſſe by thy fault that ſuch affence 


was ſtirred vp. And it is alway called 


an offence giuen inany thing , the fault 
whereaf came from the docr of the 
” a thing 


eh. ea een. 


thing it ſelfe; It is called an offence ta-/+ | 


* ken, whena thing which is ocherwiſe 
noteuilly done ; nor outof time, is by" 


| euill will-orby fome wrongfull malt. 


a - 


tiouſnefle of mind.drawne to occaſion 
of offence: For in this caſe was not of. 


_ fencegiuen, bur theſe wrongfull con-: 


truers do without cauſe rake one. With: 
that firſt kind of .offence;, noneare of- 
fended buttheweake. Bur with the ſe. 
cond kind; ſowre natures, and phariſai- 
call fcornefull heads are offended. 
Wherefore wee ſhall call the onethe- 


| offence of the weake, the other of the 


 Phariſces : and we ſhall ſotemper the 

vſe of our liberte , that it ought to giue - 

place to the ignorance of the weake 

brethren bucin no wiſe to the rigoroul. 

neſſe of the Phariſees. For whatis tobe 
yecldedto weakeneſle , Pau{ſheweth in 

very many places. Beare (faith he) wich Rom: 24.1: 
the weake in Faith, Againelet vs not © © 
hereafter iudge one another, but this 

rather, let there not bee laidbeforeour 


| brother , an offence or occaſion of falling : 


and many other ſayings tothe ſamein- 
tent, which are more fitto bee read in 
(6 the 
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x Cor. 8. 9. 
I Cor, IDO, 


35. 


Gal, IF. 4, 


ſrong ſho 


of our brethren, and mot pleaſe our ſelues,. 
but enery one” of vspleaſeſris neighbour 


Py 
c 


"* theplaceieſelte,then hereto be rehear+ 
ſed, 'The ſyummeis , that wee which are. - 
ould hrare with the" weakneſſe: 


unto good foreditying.Inatiother place 
Fat Eitohaeqenr liberty bee nt in any 
wiſe au-offence to them that are weake, 
Againeeacre yee all things:charare ſold 


inthe' ſhambles askingno-queſtion tor 


conſcience: of your conſence (Hay) 
not another mans. Finally bee-yee ſuch 
that yee giue no offence-neither to the 
lewes nori'to the Greekes/nor to the 
Church of God. Alſo inanother place 


be yeearecalled breth renjnto liberty;on. 


ly:giue not:your liberty to bee an occa- 
Fi ontothe fleſh but by charity ſerue yee 

one another, - | H | 
Thus itis, Our liberty is agt giuen 
roward our weake neighbours , whoſe 
{cruants charity maketh vs 4n allthings: 
put rather, that hauing peace with God 
in our mindes , wee may liue peaceably 
among men. As for the offence of the 
Phariſees, how much ir is to be regar- 
ded , wee learne by the words. of the 
Lord, 


. 


] 
1 
\ 
q 
'f 
{ 
n 
I 
bi 
y, 
Pa 
Dc 
H, 


fre 


"I whibertys 49. 
Lord,whereby hee biddeth themeobes Mar. Is. 14. 


. d&& alone, Hocznſe.thay are blindiand 


guides of the blind. -The diſciples had 
warned him that the Phariſees were. of- 


fended with his ſayings; heeanſwered 


No they” were tobeenegleted,andthe 


of them not. co ae cared 


| Bas: yet. Gill hon mates: hangerh 3 _ far oyr 

doubetal vnleſſe wee know who areeo [ihery exten- 
beetaken for weake and 'who-for: P hat pe of others. 
riſces : which ditfexcnce being raken;a+ whom it may 
way I ſeenotamong offences what vie * 

atall of liberty remaineth which mighc 

neuer bee. yſ{cd -without-i great danger, 

Bur ic ſcemeth to! mee; that Pew hath ,@ 6. ,. 
moſt, plainely declared; both by do- Gal. z.3- 
arineand by examples: how farre our eB 
liberty iseither to bee tempered or ta 

bee defended though with offences; 

When he tookeTimothy into his com- 

pany he circumciſed him, but he could 

not bee brought tg circumciſe T4 ; 

Here were diuers doings and no change 

If purpoſe or of minde: namely incir- R 
cumciſing Timerhy when hee was free 
fromallmen , hee made himſelfe a fer- 
pant 


—Tordbitrimesfenſrs TT 1 


- 
+. 


| indifferenly reſtrayned with fome pro- 
: firs Wharkee hath reſpeQ vrito*when 


M - patifroallmentand hee 'was made © to 


the ewes as aTewthat hee might" winne 


the'Jewes : ro them that were 'vnderthe 
 Jawas if hee himſelfe' were: vnder the 
law-that he miptit win them that were 


vrider the law? all things: to '\all men 
tharhcemight ſue many ashe' Writeth 
inanother place, Thus Hb hauea ri 


magerarion of: liberty If i irmay* 


heeftoutly rrefuſedro circumciſe Titme 


Mm he” him(Cife: reſtifieth writing: i thiis *: 2 


Butneitherwas Tiz& which was with 
mes}though hee wis'a  Gretian com- 
pelled'ro becircumiciſed becauſe of rhe 


- falſe brethren which were come- in by 


the way , which had-priuily crept in , 

to eſpy our liberty which wee: haue in 
Chriſt Icſus , that they might bring vs 
into bondage , to whom wee gaue no 
place by ſubieRtion ſo much as tor a 


time thar the truth of the Goſpel might | 


continue with you. Thereis alſoa time 
when wee muſt of neceſſity defend our 
liberty if the ſame bee in weake conſci- 


ences endangered by the vniuft ex- 
acings 


*- 


" Thedoftrinc of Chriſtian liberty.” — 5% 


aRings of falſe Prophets. Wee:muſt it 
« euery-thing- ſtudy: to: preſerve charity 
and haue regard = the - 4 of our 
neighbour. Allthirigs( ſaith heey are, ca. 
lawfullfor me but not all things are ex- . 
pedient. : all things arelawfull for: mee 
butall things doe notedifie.Letnoman 
ſeeke that which is his owne'but:thae 
whick-is anothers. There: is nothin 
how plainer by this rule then that wee 
muſty our liberty if it may turne- to 
the edifying'of our neighbour: but if ie 
benor ſo expedient for our neighbour , 
then wee muſt forbeare it. There bee 
{ome which counterfeit the wiſedonyof 
Paulin forbearing of liberty, whilethey 
doc nothing lefſe then apply the fame 
tothe dutyes of charity. For'ſo that 
they may prouide for their owne-qui- 
etnes, they wiſh all mention of liberty 
to be buryed, whereas it is no lefſe be- 
hoouefull for our neighbours , ſome- 
time to vſe liberty for their benefit 
andedification then 1n- fit place to-re- 
ſtraine it for their commodity. Bur ir 
is thepartof a godly man to thinke, 
that free power in outward Nagy , is 
4145t rnCcrce 


19-232 


BD 'T, he defFrineof Ghriſtien biberty, 


_— 


able 
halting couc 
red with. pre- nj 
zence of not 
offending the & 
yreake, 


therefore graumed him, that hee may 
bee: the freer to-all dutyes of chart- 
ps 


But whatſocuer I have ſpoken con- 
cerning ofauoitling offetices my mea- 
« ieqbaek it betreferred ro meane and 
de ng For thoſe things! thar 
to-bee doneare nottobee 
lefe _—_— for feare of any offence. 
For as bur liberty is. to bee ſubmitted 
co charity, ſo charity it ſelfe likewiſe 
ought-to bee vader - the pureneſfe of 
faich.. Verily.here ou uphr alſo' to bee 
had regard of charity , but ſo faras to 
the altars, that.is ,'that for our neigh. 
bours ſake wee offend not God. Their 
intemperance is not to bee allowed , 
which: doe nothing but with trouble. 
ſome turmoiling and which had rather 
raſhly ro rendall things then leaſurely 
to ripthem. Neither yer are they to be 
harkned to , which when they bee lea- 
ders of men intoa thouſand ſort of vn- 
godlineſle,yet doe feignethatthey muſt 
behaue themſelues ſo ;thatrhey be none 
offence totheir neighbours. Asthough 
they doe not in the meane edifie the 
conſciences 


rpms fray ta 2 ©@ www =o mmm co COL. .  _ __ 
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The dofrineof Chriftia-liberty, 53 


conſciences of their neighboursto cuill 
ſpecially whereas they ſticke faſt inthe 
ſame mire without any hope of getting 
out. And the pleaſant men forſooth , 
whether their neighbourbee to bee-in- 
ſtructed with doQrine or example of 
life, ſay thathe muſtbe fed with milke, 


 whomthey fill with moſteuilland poy- 


ſonous opinions. Paw! reported that he 
fed the Corinthians with drinking of 


milke, but if the Popiſh Maſſe had then ,. cor. 3. «. 


been among them , would hee haue ſa- 
crifized to haue giuen them the drinke 
of milke 2 No: for milke is not poy- 
ſon. Therefore they lie in ſaying that 
they feed them , whom vnder a ſhowof 
fattering allurements they cruelly kill. 
Bur granting that ſuch diſſembling for 
a time isto beeallowed , how longyet 
will they feedtheir childre with milke. 
For it they never grow bigge that they 


. may at the leaſt bee able to beare ſome 


tioht meat, it iscertaine thatthey were 
never brought vp with milke. There are 
two reafons that moue me , why I doe 
not now more ſharply contend with 
them : firſt becauſe their _ are 

Car- 
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ſcarcely worthy to bee confuted; fith 
they worthily ſeeme filthy in the ſtghr 
ofall men that haue ſound wit- ſecond- 
ly becauſe 1 haue ſufficiently done it in 
peculiar. bookes I will not now doe a 
thingalrcady done. Onely let the rea- 
ders remember this, that with whatſo- 
euer offences Sathan and the world goe 
about to turne vs away from the ordi- 
nances of God , or to ſtay vs from fol. 
lowing that which hee appointeth , yer 
wee muſt neuerthelefſe. goe earneſtly 
forward , and then , that whatſqeuex 
_— hang vpon it, yet ts it nptar 
our liberty to ſwarue one haires bredth 
from the commandement of the fame 
God, neither is it lawfull by any pre- 
rence to attempt' any thing but that 
which he giueth vsleaue, 
Now therefore fith 


G _- faithfull con- 
The conſctene - . _ ſs : 
ces of fairh= {Ciences , hauing receiued ſuch prero- 
full men ex- gatiue of liberty as wee haue aboue ſet 
empredfrom £.:h, haue by the benefit of Chriſt ob- 
humane poW- * ©. : X 
er, tained this ;thatthey beenot entangled 
withany ſnares of obſcruations in thoſe 
things in which the Lord: willed that 
they ſhould bee ar liberty : we conclude 
| that 
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that they-are-exemprfrom all power of 
men. For it is vnmeete , rhart- either 
Chriſt ſhould looſe the thanke of his ſo 


great Jliberalicy,,;or conſciences their 


profity- Neither ought wee to thinke it 
a fleight matter which we ſee tohaye 
colt Chriſt ſo deare, namely which hee 
valued. not with gold or filuer but with 
hu owne blood : fo that Paul ſtickerh nor 
to ſay. ,that his death is made woide if we 
geeld our ſoules into ſubieion to men. 
For hee trauaileth about nothingelſe in 
certaine Chapters of the Epiſtleto the 
Galathians , but to ſhew that Chriſt is 
darkened, or rather deſtroyedto vs,vn- 
lefſe our conſciences ſtand faſt in this 
liberty which verily they haueloſt , if 
they may at the will of men beetnared 
withthe bonds of lawesand ordinances. 
Bur as it isathing moſt worthy to bee 
knowne , ſo it needeth a longer and 
plainer declaration. For ſo ſoone as 
any word is ſpoken of the abrogating 
of the ordinance of men, by and by 
great troubles are raiſed vp: partly by 
ſeditious men , partly by ſlanderers , as 
though the whole obedience of men 
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were” at onee taken away atid ouer- 

Chriſtians are. < Phe cforethatnoneof vs may ſtum. 

not therefore ÞJe at this Rohe ,'fitſt tet vs corifider 

accordingto that there are two forts of goucrnmenr 

by cuvare inthan : the oneſpiritual, wherebythe 

their perſons conſcience is framed ro godlineſle, and 

allecged - tothe worſhip of God: the other ciuill, 
om ſu 

on to the wa PT 

lawesofmen, humanity and cmulity which are to bee 

_ their keptamong mien. They are commonly 

conſciences y © Ns Re * 

are at liberry By not ynfir'names called the Spiritual! 

befor God, and Temporall juriſdiction, whereby is 

_ fignified,;thar the firſt of therwoformes 

of pgouernment pertainethtothelife of 

the ſoule,andrhe later is occupied in the 

things of this preſent life : not onely in 

feeding and clothing , but in ſetting 

forth of lawes whereby a man may 

fpend his life among men holily , ho- 

neftly and ſoberly. For that firſt kind 

hath place inthe inward mind, this later 

kind ordereth onely the outward beha- 

uiours. The one wee may call the ſpiri- 

tuall Kingdome , the other the ciuill 

Kinegdome. But theſe two, as we hane 

divided them , muſt bee either of them 

alway 


ieClis whereby man is trained tothe'duties of | 
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| alway ſeuerally conſidered 'by thenk- __ 
 « ſelues ,and whenthe one is in conſider- 


ing , wee muſt withdraw and turne a- 


way our minds from the thinking vpon 


the other. For there are in min as it 
were two worlds, which both diuers 


' Kings and diners Lawes may gouertie 


By this putting of difference fhall come 
to paſle, that that which the Goſpel 
reacherh of the ſpirituall liberty ; wee 
ſhall nor wrongfully draw tothe ciuilt 
order,as though Chriſtians were accor- 
ding tothe outward gouernment , leſſe 
ſubiect to the lawes of men becauſe 


their conſciences are at liberty before 


God : as though they were therefore 
exempt from all bondage ofthe fleſh, 
becauſe they are free according to'the 
ſpirit. Againe , becaufe cuen in thoſe 
ordinances which feeme to pertane to 
the fpirituall Kingdome , there tay bee 
fome error : we muſt atſopur difference 
betweene theſe which are ro bee taker 
for lawfull and agrecableto the Word 
of God : and on the other fide which 
ought not to have place among the 
Godly.Ofthe Ciuill gouernment as y 
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Rom, 13, 


the difficulty , that Pau! reacherh that 


ſo of the Ecclefiaſticalllawes,I omit to 
ſpeake of at this time , becauſe it hath > 
beene diſcuſſed ſufficiently by learned 
Authors already. Of this difcourſc let 
this beethe concluſion , The queſtion | « 
aS I haue ſaid of ir ſelfe not being very x 
darke or entangled,doth for this cauſe 


trouble many becaufethey doe not wi- St 
ſely pur-difference betweene the out- _ 
ward courtas they callir,and thecourt |: 


of conſcience. Moreouer this increaſeth. R I; 


the Magiſtrate ought to bee obeyed not |_ . 
onely for feare of puniſhment but alſo for | I 
conſcience ſake. Whereupon followeth þ,. 
that conſciences are alſo bound by the | , 
Ciuill lawes. If it were ſo , all ſhould on, 
come to nought which wee both haue |, ** 
ſpoken, and ſhall ſpeake of the ſpiritual Fr 
gouernment. For the looſing of this Ro 
knot,firſtitis good to knowwhat is con. 
ſcience. And the definition thereof is 
to be fetched from thederiuation of theſ©*<*s 
word, For as when men doe with mindf wa 
and vnderſtanding conceive the know. Fi 
{edge of things, they are thereby ſaid ON | 
. . Ere 
( Scire ) to know , whereupon is 3llg. 
deriuc''® 


ito: r 
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deriued the name of ſcience ;; Knows 


tedge : ſo when they haue a feeling of = - 
the iudgemenit of Tod , as a witnefle: i} 


toyned with them, which dothnot ſuf- _ 1.8 
fer them to hide their ſinnes, bur that — 11 
they bee drawne accuſed to the iudge- | 8 
ment ſcat of God ; that fame feeling is: | + i 
called conſcience. For itis a certaine: ' "ih 
meane betweene Godand man, becauſe £08 
it ſufferethnot man to ſupprefſeinhim- "JErmy 
| [fclfe , that which hee knoweth, butpur- 734i 
- [ſueth him ſofar till it bringeth him to re 
 Þuiltinefle. win, "1 188 
| | This isir which Pau[meancth, where g,,.,,, ; 1280 
ee ſaith , that the conſcience doth to- Ws 
" rether witneſſe with men , when their  * 
| houghts doe accuſe or acquit them ir | 
_ 2 1udgement of God. Therefore this Þ: ut 
al eling which preſenteth man to the "2 1: 
1hdgement of God,isasa keeper ioyned - 4'! 
M-Fnto- man, to: marke and efpie all his LH 


15 


* ®pcrets , that nothing may remaine by- 47, 
thet.-4in obliuion. Whereupon allo co- i 
ind th that aunciene Prouerbe: Conſots _ 12 
= cew athouſand witnefſes. And forthe 7 Peto Jute Jl: | 
= me reaſon , Peter hath ſet the exami. Conſcientia i; v8 
211 con of a good conſciencefor the qui mil. telF:3, + | RO 
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The doitrimb uf Chriſtian liberty. 
ernes of minde; when being perſwaded 
ofthe'graceof Chriſt, wee doe withour 
feare preſent our {clues before God. 
| | And the author of the Epiſtle ro rhe 
| i Heb, xo.2. Hebrewes {ettethro haue no more con. 
| | {cience of finne , inſtead of to bee deli- 
| | uered or acquitted that {inne' may no 
_ moreaccule vs. 
In what ſort Therefore as worke. hath reſpect tO 
the conſcience rhen, ſo.conſ{cience is referred toGod,ſo 
i 35 bound or Er. SES : 
| | zany that a good conſcience is nothing elſe 
I Tim, 1.5, but the inward pureneſle of the hearr. 
i In which ſence Pas! writeth that charity 
| . # the fulfilling of the law out of a pure 
conſcience and faith not faigned, Aﬀter-J ye 
ward alſo in the ſame chaprer,he ſhew-f| ge 
eth how much it differeth from vnder-(| 4, 
ſtanding , ſaying that ſome had ſuffered gy, 
Jhipwrack from the faith , becauſe they] jr, 
bad forſaken 4 good conſcience, For inf ge 
theſe words hee fignificth, it isa liuelyſſ th, 
i aftetion to worſhip God, anda fincerc wir 
i} endeauour to liue holily and godlily. 44, 
| Sometime it extendeth alſoto men , a5 2,6 
AR. 24,16. In Zuke,wherethe ſame Pawlproteſted 
| that hee endeauored himſelfe to wallq 


with 4 good conſcience toward God an 
men 
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ven, But this was thereforeſaid;, beet 
cauſe the fruirs of a good: conſcience} ; 
doe flow and.comecuen to men. But ir 


ſpeaking roperly , it hath reſpe@'ro 


God onely ,'as'I haue already faid. 

Hereby it coinethto paſſe, thatthe law 
is faidto bind the Conſcience”, which 
ſimply bindetha'man withour "reſpect 
of men ; or without -hauing afly conſi- 
deration of them. As fot#« aniple:God 
commandeth not onely to'/keepe the 
minde chafte, and pure from all luſt : 


buralſo forbiddeth all manner offilthi: 


nefle of words; and outward wanton- 
neſſe whatſotuerit bee. Tothe keeping 
of this law, my conſcienceis ſabiect,al. 
though there liued not one man in the 
world. So hee that behauerh' himſelfe 
intemperately , not only finnerhin that 


hee giueth ancuill example, ro the bre. 


thren:but alſo hath his conſcience bofid 


with guilrineſfe before God. Iti things 


that are of themſelues meane; there is 


oo conſideration. For wee ought 


to abſtaine from them , if they breede 


any offence, burthe conſcience ſtill he- _ 
Ing free. So Pawl peaketh of fleſh con- 
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bath 


the others. Fora faithful man doth not 
finne which' being firſt warned ſhould 
neuertheleſſe care ſuch fleſh. But how- 
ſoever inreſpect of his; brother it is ne. 
ceſlary tor himto abſtaine as it 1s pre- 

{cribed of God, _./'- 
* T have delivered yow-the freedome 
and liberty of Chriſtians ;; wee are not 
to pleaſe ourſelues butedifie our neigh- 
bour : vie it not deceitfuſl,make it not a 
cloake to'couer your vnrighteouſneſle, 
but rather hauing peace; with: God in 
our mindes; weealio may live charita- 
bly amongſt men. Foryyour liberty a- 
naiſeth+nothing if you caſt notaway 
Gen, 5. 15. your ſin God ( when the meaſure of your 
eniquity i full ) will caſt you of for your 
finne : for ashe is iuſt,ſo hee hath power 
fo kill and caſt into Hell all, hardened and 
zmpenitent ſinners. If .theretore , you 
will auoyd the curſed effects of finne in 
this life, and eternall wrath thereunto 
inthe world to come & be aſlured that] 
yu are not of the number of ho 

who 


Hay forconſcience,notthine owne bur 


# 


i "lecrare to Idols. 1f any (ſaith he ) M008 . 
any doubt tonch it not for conſcience ſake. 
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Let then my counſaile bee acceptable to P9434 


you :breake of your ſins by righteouſnes, 


and your iniquity by ſhewing mercy to 

yorr brethren. O let there be ( atleneth) 
an healing of your errors. Nathan vcd 2'Sam. 12.13; 
but.one parable, and Dauid was con. 
uerted. 7045 preached bur once to. Nz. 
#isy , and the whole citty repented : 
Chriſt looked but once on Peter, and hee 
went out and wept bitterly. And now 
that youare oft, and ſo louingly entrea- 
ted; not by A Prophet onely , butby 
Chriſt the Lord of Prophets : yea, that z Cor. g, 20; 
God himſelfe, by his embaſſadors en- 

teates you to bee' reconciled to him : 

leaue of your Adulteryes with Daxzd, 

repent of your fins like a true Niniuz- 

te, & weepe bitterly for your offences. 

Content not.your ſelues with that for- 

mall religion, which varegenerate men 

haue framed to themſclues , inſtead of 

ſincere deuotion:for in the multitude 

of opinions , moſt men haue almoſt loſt 

the practiſe of Religion. Thinke not 

that you area Chriſtian good enough, 

becauſe you.doe as the moſt, and are 
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The eifvineof Chriſtian liberty. 


Jam, 2. 10: 


x Pef. 3. 1. 


notſobad as the worſt, No manis fo _ 
_ - wicked, that hee is addicted roall kind. 


of vices, ( for there is an Antipathy be- 


ewixtſome vices) 'But remember that 
Chrift ith ; Except your righteouſnes , 
 exceede the righte 


ouſneſſe of the Scribes 
and Phariſees , yee ſhall mn #0 caſe enter 
#nto the Kingdome of Heanen. 112, 
Conſider with your ſelues , how. far 
you come ſhort of the Phariſees in fa- 
ſting, praying, frequenting the Church 
and in giuins of Ames. Thinke with 
your ſelues, how many Pagans who 
never knew Baptifme, yer in morall 
vertues, and honeſty of life, doe goe 
far beyond you. Whereis then the life 
of Chrift your Maſter e and how far 
are you from being true Chriſtians ? 
A true Chriſtian, muft haue reſpect to 
walke in thetruth of his heart; in all the 
commandements of God alike , for hee 
that ſhall offend in one point of the law, « 
enuilty of all. And Peter bids vs, Zay 
aſide , (notſome,bur ) all malice,guile, 
and hypecrifies , One finne is enough to 
damne a mans ſoule, vvithour Repen- 
rance ; dreame not to goc to Heauen, 


by 
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. by anynearer oreafier way thenChriſt | 

hath trained vsinthis world, The way Mar. 7. 14. 
to Heauen, is not eafie or common; but Mie 1113" 
ſtreight and. narrow , yea ſo narrow & zz, 14. 
that Chriſt proteſteth, that & rich may , Luke 13: 24. 
Jhall hardly enter into the Kingdome of 

Heasen , and that thoſe who enter are 

but few : and that thoſe few cannor get 

in but by ſtriuing : and that ſome of 

thoſe who ſtriuetoenter in,ſhallnor be 
| able. This all Gods Saints (whilſt the 
here liued ) knew well , when with ſo 
often faſting, ſo earneſt prayers, ſo fre. 
6 ny an the word, and receiuing 
the Sacraments, and with ſuch abun- 


dance of teares, they deuoutly beg'd 
ar the hands of God for Chrifts ſake,to 
be recejued into his Kingdome. 

O thentrie your ſpiritswhether they are 
of God,deceiue nor your ſelues,by difh- 
dence, deſpaire, or too much fidelity ; 
.dote not roo much vpon thefe wodden 
coftages,theſehouſes of mouldingclay, 
which are butthe tents of vngodlineſle, 

the receptacle , & habitation of ſinners, 
but looke rather, and long for this Hee- 
wenly citty , whoſe builder and maker , 

| God: 
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Heb, Ii, 10, 


Keb. il 6, 4 


P13), 16, 11, 


Plal. 36. 8. 


God: which he, (who is not aſhamed t6 
be called, our God : Y hath prepared for 


"Of. 027 Þikgi 7 
By alltheſe things which haue beene 


delivered royou, you may eaſily: per- 
_ cciue, how deſtirure &naked;mankind 


is ofallgood things : and how he wan- 

tethall helps of faluation: Wherefore 
if he ſceke for releifes whereby he may 
ſuccout his neceffity , hee-muſt goe our 
of himfelfe;, and repaireto the fulneſle 

of riches laid vp inChriſt. This is after- 
ward declared to vs, :that the Lord'of 
his owne free will and liberality ,doth 

giuc himſelfetovs in Chriſt, in whom 
he offereth vs, inſtead of our miſery, fe- 
licity,jinſtead of our need,wealthinefle, 
in whom hee openethtovsall heauenly 
and celeſtiall treaſures:z\that our whole 


Faith ſhould behold his beloued fonne , 
and fo bee filled with all manner of di. 


une pleaſures , at his right hand, and | 


drink out of the rivers of pleaſures that 
ypon him our whole expectation ſhould 
hang, in him our whole hope ſhould 
reſt: This verily is the ſecret and hidden 


Philoſophie , which carinot bee wrung | 


OUL 


bio mie (to ne Y BM 


fl 


call pon the name of Goa, And this is 


er FQ 


" Thedorineef Chriſtianliberty, © 

out with Logicallarguments: but they 
learne it whoſeeyes God hath opened, 
that they may ſee light in his light, Bur 


ſince wee are: taught , by faith to ac. 


nowledge, that whatſocuer wee haue 
neede of , what{ocuer is wanting in vs; 
the. ſame is plentifully in God, and in 
our Lord Ieſus Chriſt ,namely in 


. Whom the Lord , willed the whole ful- 


neſle of his largeneſſe to reſt; that from 
thence wee ſhould all draw, as out of a 
moſt plentifull fountaine : now it re- 


maineth that wee -ſeeke in him , and 
_ with prayers crave of him that, which 


we haye learned to be in him.  Other- 


wile to know: God, to beethe Lord, 
and giuer of all good things, which al- 


Jureth vs to pray to him, and notto goe 
to him and pray'to him ; ſhould as little 
profit vs, as if aman ſhould neglect a 


treaſure ſhewed him buried and digged 
4n the ground. Therefore the Apoſtle 
toſhew that true Faith cannot bee idle 


from calling vpon. God , hath ſer this 
order : that as of the Goſpel! pringeth Rom. 8.25 
Faith, ſo by it our hearts are framed to 


the 


»- —_ - 
As KS 4a an_ > —— 


'r- W ” p 
Fe & - . , p . TR _ 
. - * Pen = «I » eG RY ag ge & , BS Ya ſe 
hy l - - _— -_ - od 
I vials ot 04 Kh ff — Lo. quteE15- "1 - _ 
Y w SY" > _. bar. £2 ES» . we5 "EE FI tie ww > 2 e2—> = — 
E ny os > —_— - LF, Ul ES = = —— _— _ , —_ = CE cha wigs > 
= a h 28. dS 6£$ 4 wr; "= 4 #* <a won " u9—— ANN k I'- lene tn * 
a - - i Bo Pr_ = Oy W-g4 pets ce 
£5 Lf P's No » no Wa OY ern Earn or "ny F 
vgs Ig — y : F 7 iS DA. b % - 4 
» — . Yy 


- _— a -—- - 
* = " hs 
200 rn TAL ge 
OO EINE 5 "$t>< 
© Main Wi. 6 care ogg” £ 
4 wh . —z_ okay ps rr 
A — _—_ Re X 
——= > - _ ' 
i : 


a 
— 


"$att» *__ : 


8 


The abiirine of Chriftian liberty. 


By prayer we” 


are both en- 


* 


riched with 


Srace and 


the ſame thing which hee bad a little 
before ſaid , that the ſpirit of Adoption 
whichſealerh in our hearts the witneffe 
of the Goſpell, raiſeth vp our fpirits, 
that they dare ſhew forth their deſires 
to God, and ſtirre vp vnſpeakable groa- 
nings., and crie with confidence 46bba, 
Father : It is meetetherefore , that this 
laſt point becauſe it was before but one- 
Iy ſpoken of, by the way, and as it were 
lightly rouched ; ſhould now bee more 
largely treated of. Whereinl will brief- 
ly ſhew you ſomeparticular, and eſpe- 
ciall commodities ; which the fairhfull 
by conſtant, feruent, and earneſt prayer 
attaine at the hands of the Almighty, 
This we get by the benefit of prayer, 
that wee attaine to thoſe riches with are 
laid vp for vs with the heaucnly Fa. 


—_ indi- ther, For there is a certaine communi1- 


reiles, 


cating of men with God whereby they 
entring into the ſanuary of God, doe 
in his owne preſence, call to him rou- 
ching his promiſe ; that the ſame thing 
which they beleeued him , affirming 


onely in word, notto bee vaine . they | 


may when neede ſo requireth find in 
EXPC- 


experience, Therefore wee ſee that 


_ allthe graces of the Almighty, andin 


| Prieſts: Spirituall Kings to raigne with ex<llent pres 


a 


The do&trineof Chriftien liberty. 6g 


there isno thing ſerforth to. vs, robee 
looked for at: the hand of the Lord 
which wee are not commanded tocraue 
with prayers : for true it is, that by 
prayers are digged vp the treaſures 
which our faith hath looked ypon, be- 
ing ſhewed ro itby the Goſpell of the 
Lord. By prayer wee arc enriched with 


our diſtrefles , and calamities both 
quietcd andreleiued ; what bleſſing ſo. 
euer wee would haue, or from what 
plague,trouble, or neceſlity ſocuer bee 
delivered , we may procure from God, 
by faithfull prayer. 

By prayer we doe as by the hand of 
Faith , violently ſeize and take poſleſ- 
fion of Heauen, for our inheritance : & 
make our ſelues free Citizens of the 
heauenly ſeruſalem, where all thecle& 
ſhall enioy , rheſe excellent preroga- 
Uues. 

1. They ſhall bee all Kings, and Three ſuper 
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Chriſt , and to triumph ouer Sathan, | enoy in 


the world,and Reprobates: and ſpiritu- heauen, 
. all 


PR 
, ama 


Ami. 


70. "np he Irie of Chriſtialiberty. 


all Priefts;to offer vntoGod the ſpiritu- 
all Sacrifice, of Prayſe and Thankef- 


x Pet. 2. 5. 


they are ſaid to weare both Crownes , 
Heb, x3. x5. and Roabes. Oh what a comfort 15 this 
to poore Parents,that haue many ChiL 


dren , if they breed them vp 1n the feare 


of God, to betrue Chriſtians : then are 
they parentstofo many kings&Prieſts. 


2. Their bodies ſhall ſhine as the 


"= HOP ;. brightnefſe of the Sunne in the firma- 
ment : liketheglorious body of Chriſt, 
which ſhined brighter then the Sunne 
at Noone, when it appeared to Pazsl - 


Phil. 3.23, AGF. 12. 6. | 


Aeglimple of which glorious bright- | 


neſſe , appeared inthe bodyes of Moſes 
and Elias, tranfigured with our Lord 
in the holy Mount.' Therefore ( ſaith 
Luke 9. 3z, the Apoſtle) it ſhall riſe a Glorious Bo- 
Mar.9.3- dy : yea, a Spirituall Body, not in Sub- 
ſtance, but in quality preſerued by 1pi- 
1 Cor.15.43, rituall meanes, and hauing as (an An- 
vert. 44 gell) agility to deſcend and aſcend. 
+ Thee 4.1. What a honouris this © Thar our bo. 
dyes (falling more vilethena carrion,,) 


ſhould thus ariſe inglory , like vatothe 


Body 


——— — 


gluings for euermore. And therefore 


The derine of Chriſftianiibertys 72 


Body of the Sonof God. _ 

« 4. © Laſtly, they (together with all 
the holy Angels) there, keepe (with- 
out any labour to diſtractthem.) a per- 
petuall Sabbath ; tothe glory , honour, 
and praiſe ofthe all Blefled Trinity, for 
the Creating , Redeeming , and Sancti- 
fying , of the Church : and for his 
Power , Wiſdome, Iuſtice , Mercy, 
and goodnefle, in the gouernment of 
Heauen and Earth, 

They ſhall know God with a perfect 
knowledge ſofarreas creatures can poſ- The efe& of 
ſibly comprehend the Creator. For thoſe preroga- 
there we ſhall ſeethe Word , the Crea- 7&7. _ 
ror; and in the Word, all Creatures Aug, fotiloq.. 
that by the Word werecreated, that we <2P- 36, Niki 


all not neede tolcarne ( of thething ann 

Fvich wee made ) the knowledge of alin 
him by whom all things were made. 

The excellenteſt creatures ofthis life , 

| are but a darke yaile, drawne betwixt 

God and vs: but when this vaile ſhall 

bee drawen aſide , then ſhall wee ſee 

God face to face , and know him as 

wee are knowne. Wee ſhall know the 

power of the Father , the Wiſdome of 


the 


| 
1 
[1 
bt 
ad 
> 
1 
*> 
ſ 
| 
| 
| 


ansoit 


ayu”2;, < et 2 A SS 


+ dC 4 _ A Fi - ma $a 
/ 4 _— ac _ 
CT In -—” P72. "hn cd 
cn ene re EET - tag, ac = 
_— —- - 


% 
. 
CERT EEE” . ———_ For EE Runs " 28 —_— SE . IR 
: > Les DOG. «An Ty Sho 
po Ie = _ l = < "= 2 DAB PEE Se <2 Wie. CRORE " 
— Pt VEPE 2: ; > _ i I Bos 
—$DSF>RE" a re a So or TE eo FS OG nes 
n EE oe, - T % 30 4c, a ES 2 ER PE > . j2 
g-55 ES n —_ ; 
Ss Y fs : —_ - _ 


— ——— 
» - 
Ha 254 
S = 
'O F4 
> » v 
bo " io 4 
+, -” 245 
g 


> 
I a 
a ay et 


- 
«LAN. on_ 
4 5 
af 3 
Ck 
— 
. . DOTS The . Ce Ros 
ns C4. 7 ens Er tr BIN ” 


Y 
e 7 PIO = oat 
© OC be Et at DS OREN 
vow), Th =": bs y 


E ay Þ : 
hs 4 Ga *4 4 A, x wes 
eee bo 


_ Son,the grace of _ Hol "Ghote: & 
the indiuiſible nature of the bleſſed Trini? M1 | 


x Cor. 13- 11.ty, The greateſt knowledg thar men cart 


Lumen eſt 


attaine vnto inthis life, comes as farre 
ſhort of the knowledge which wee ſhall 
haue in Heauen , as the knowledge of a 
child that cannot yet ſpeake plaine isto 
the knowledge of the greateſt Philoſo. 
pher in the world. They who thirſt for 
knowledge, letthem log bee Students 
in this Vniuerſity. For all the light by 


vmbra Dei, & which weknowany thing inthis world, 


Deus c 
Lumen lun: 


. 


Lob, 26. 1 4. 


is nothing butthe ſhadow of God. But 


nis. Plato Po- when wee ſhall know God in heauen , 


wee ſhall in him , know the manner of 
the worke of the Creation, the miſte. 
ries of the worke of our Redemprion. 
Yea ſo much knowledgeasa Creature 
can poſſibly conceiue of the Creator 


and his works. But whilſt wee are inf. 


this life, wee may fay with 70b , how 
little a portion heare we of him ? and af. 


' ſure our ſelues with S#racides , thath' 


there are high yea greater things then Mn 


theſe bee, and that wee haue ſeene but 
a few of Gods works. 
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yu <Feal fruition of the beatificall efletiee 
"| of God: ſhee hathall the goodnes, be. 
auty, glory ,and perfeQtion,of all crea- 
| | tures (inallthe world)vniredtogether ; 
; | andatonee preſented to her,inthe fight 
| | of God, - oO 
If any be in Loue, therethey ſhall eris 
loy that which is more amiable : Tf an | 
dclightin fairenefle; the farre# beauty is 
but 4 duFy ſhadow to that : hee that de- 
lights in pleaſures ſhallthere find varie- i 
ties , without either interruption of ne! 7 
| griefe, ordiſtraction of paine, Hee that i 1:8 
f | Joueth Honor,fhallthere = it, with- 1" 
out the diſgrace of cankered enuy : hee of | 
that loueth treaſure, ſhall there poſleſſe | om 
it and nener bee beguiled of it, There WIT: 
'they ſhall haue knowledge , voidofall 121 7 8k 
'ignorance;health, that no ſicknefle ſhall | | 1:1 
impaire; and life ,that no death can de- 4: 
\{, | *crmine. L ©1008 + Ti 
- By vertue ofthis;the penirent ſoule, 1 
off wiey boukdly goe and ſay vnto Chrilt,. ©, WY 
( as Ruth vnto Boar Spread o Chrift the Ruth. 3: 5: EH it 
wing of thy garment of thy mercy ,ouer * Ji ol 
1to} 1hine handmaid: for thou art my kinſm2. Ip 
a{| Indecd , God is al - ” to us ,in _ * 1 Cor 15.58 Fl pM 
% ut of | Oren 
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e The doctrine of Chr ;ſtian liberty. 


% 


ceneca de be» 
Ne kicijs. lib. 2. 


[Sap 1.9. 


, butby means and in a ſmall meaſure.” Z 
But in heauen, God himſelfe immedia- 
tely (in fulnefle of meaſure,withour all - h, 
meanes ) will bee vnto vs , all the good b] 
#hings that our ſoules and bodyes can | , 

' wiſhanddefire. Hee himſelfe will bee | 7 
faluarion , and ioy , to our ſoules: life , 
and health to our bodyes : beauty to 
our Eyes :. mufick to our Eares: honey |, 
to our mouthes : perfume to our no- | 6, 
{trils : meat to our bellyes : light to our 
vnderſtandings : contentment to our 
wils;delight to our hearts:and what can 
bee lacking, where God himlelte will [p_. 

bee the Soule of our ſoules * When - 
therefore wee behold any thing thatis 
excellent in any creatures, let vs ſay ro 
our {clues , how much more excellent.is 
hee; who gaue them this excellency ? 

When wee behold the wiſdome of 

men, who ouerrule creatures ſtrongerf, 

then themſeclues ; outrunne the Sunne, 
and Moone in diſcourſe , preſcribing 
many yceres before , in what courſes, 
they ſhallbeeclypſed : letvs fay roourh,, © 
ſelues how admirable is the wiſdome 
of God, who made men fo wiſe? when 

wee * 


em, 


—_—— 


 weconſfider the ſtrengthof Whales,and 
<Elephants,therepeſts of-winds,andrerx 
ror of Thunder let vs ſay to our ſelues, 
how ſtrong , how mighty, how terri-- 
ble,is that God,that makes theſe migh- 
ty and fearfull creatures. When wee 
taſte things that are delicately ſweete 


The deftrineof Chriftian liberty. 


—— 


let vs fay to ourſelues, O how ſweete h # | 
| is that God from whom all theſe crea- [a 
tuteshauereceiued this ſweetneſſe. And — Wh \' 
if our louing God , hath thus prouided _ 
* | vs ſo many excellent delights, for our | 
* | paſſage through this Bachin, or valley "NE W 
1 | of teares; what arethoſe pleaſurs which Ids *. 53 ' 1&0 
1 [bee hath prepared for vs, when we ſhall Wh 
1 lenter into the pallace of our Maſters - bw 
5 lioy 2 How ſhall our ſoules, bee there Wot 
9 [rauiſhed with the loue of ſo louely a 'C: (V71 
BIGod? Ina word looke how farre this "4 "(0 
/ *Iwide world, ſurpaſſeth for light, ple- Fi bl 
Ofures and comfort, the darke and nar- vw! bi | 
Tow wombe, wherein thou waſt con- 4 BJ 
© ;eiued a child: ſo much doth che world | 1 £10, 
ko come, exceede in ioyes, ſolace, and 1266 
i&Eonfolation , this preſent world, How - HA , wy. 
Whappy then ſhall wee bee, when this life is OR 
_ changed, and weethithertranſlated ? - i FOB 
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Di —— hacer _ 
neſle, in the Kingdome of -Heduen yy 

 Whete thy life ſhalbe a -commnnjon 
with the bleſſed Trinity , thy ioy , the 
preſence of the Lambe : thy cxerciſe 
fjoging zthy ditty , Aelyschy thy con- 
forts, Saints and Angels ; whereyouth 
flourzſheth, that neuer ſhall waxe old , 
Beauty Laſteth, tharneyer fadetb;; loue 
ahoynderh, that neuer cooleth , health 
£ontinueth, thar neuer flaketh : and life 
remayneth, tharneuer endeth. 
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Lord God, heauenly Father 
| - when I doe conſider how many 
 Wwaycs,and by how many ſor x 
of finnes I haue offended thee night an{ m 
a 


day ; and doe duly callto minde ho 
| gracioul] 


gracioullythou haſt kepemechisnigh 
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and how many bleſſings and fauours I 


haue recciued- of thee without num- 


ber : I'am eyenaſtoniſhed at my great 


ingratitude, anddoevtterly condemne 
my: felfe of higheſt rebellion againſt 
thee. Many haue beenthe dayes, weeks, 
moneths and yeeres,that thou haſt here 
afforded mee to liue; andinall the time 
of my life hitherunto , thou haſt graci- 
ouſly preſerued mee, plentifully relie- 
ued mee,and continually keptme vnder 
thy Fatherly proteQion , in all my 


mghrs and dayes; and haſt beene euer-' 


more watchfull ouer mee ; that I have 
from time totime , from night to day , 
and from day to night , beene euer ſy- 
ſtained through thy grace , though I 
haue ſometimes felt thy correcting rod 
by ſome croſſes for my finnes, yet haue 
they becne cuer eaſy , in compariſon of 


my deſeruings;and profitable vnto me. 


Lordpardon and forgiue mee my fins, 
forgiue my manifold offences, waſh me 


throughly by the blood of Iefus Chriſt 


my Redeemer , and cleanſe mee from 
all my pollutions , forthey are many , 
FEY 3 _ and 
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- and.Iamaſhamedthar'euer Igaue way 
- yntothem. Butnow © a, *; 
late, I pray thee-to leade:mee by thy 
Spirit in more obedience ſtay me , that 
[ rynge-not this day into any vnſeemely 
or yngodly actions;withhold mineeyes 
from yanities ;-keep vnder the vngodly 
affetions of. my corrupt-heart, that 
though they may beginto worke finne 
in me, Lord ſuppreſlethem before they 
come to execution. Diſperſe Lord,and | 
diſpell all the clouds of ignorance and | ' 
errors,that darken mine vnderſtanding, | | 
and giue me wiſdome rightly tro know [ 
thee, and thy Son Chriſt, and what hee l 
hath done for my ſoule; and through | ©c 
thy grace reſtraine mee this day from Ti 
thatthouhaft commanded metro ſhun: | Ic 
and let mee doenothing but what may | fo 
24 pleaſe thee , then whatſoeuer I ſhall || *h 
thinke, ſpeake or determine, ſhall bee Lc 
trothine owne glory , profitable tomy || ab! 
ſelfe and others, Preſerue mee fromthe || Wh 
ſecret and hidden ſnares of Satan, who || ling 
js reſtleſſe to allure me to ſinne,euzicing {tre 
me to imbracethe vanities of the world, and 
andto yeeld to the luſts of mine owne Þ Wea 
"= corrupt ſ]thy: 


—_— 


=_— 
PT + 


TY your 


 lermeethis day auoidallthe woryts 
darkenefle; and asthe day dothiff 
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corrupt nature. But Lord, as I haue by 


thy prouidence, paſt the darkenefſe;of 
this night, and doe-now enioythe 10y- | 
tull benefit of the light of this day 


ſter light vatomy corporale\ 

better to doe the works aw | 
my calling ; letthe light of thy Spirit, 
O Lord, ſhine in my ſoule , that I may 
walke in thelighrof thy truth intrue 0. 
bediece,to the good example of others. 
Thou haſt allotted mee acalling in this 


lite; giue mepowerand wiſdom rightly 


to performe it:my beſt endeauourscan 


littleprenaile without thy bleſſing & di- 


rection;and therforel humbly pray thee 


to proſper whatſocuer I take in hand 
this day. Blefſe mine vnderſtanding O 


Lord , thatI may rightly know and bee 
able truely and faichfully to performe 
What belongeth vnto my place and cal- 
ling, Bleſſe the health ofmy body , the 
ſtrength 8'continuall vie of my limbes 
and ſenſes , which of themſelues are 
weake, and may ſoone decay without 
thy bleſſing. Increaſe O Lord,and _ 

rme 
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- " firme my fairhz@race, "wiſedome, and = 
v obediendeenaty Gay more and more, 
_ rk gh day more and more 
© finne , and bce made ftronger 
&ilreperfect inrighteouſneſſe. Heale 
dit > hs allmy corporall and ſpiriuall 
infirmities; and diſpoſe my heart, thae 
I may be&ttrery day more and more 
mindful}, that this my life is ſhort, and 
tharthis day may bee my laſt day : and 
let mee ſo walkethis day , asifit ſhould 
bee the laſt day of this my-mortall life; 
that I may be aflured of the immediare 
eorimesinto thatlite which is eternall 
with Chriſtmy Redeemer. And vatill 
that laſt day ſhall come; © Lord, T in- 
treate thee in the name of Teſus C hrift, 
that this day and all the reſt of my 
 dayesandnights , may bee profperous 
and bleſſed vnto mee; the day: for the 
performance of my calling, the night 
for my reſt, vntillI come to my finall 
and perpetuall reſt with thee and thy 
Sonne, to whom withthy bleſſed Spt 
rit, Laſcribe all honour, praiſe and glo 
ry. Amen, 
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